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PROCEEDINGS. 


Sea  Grove,  Cape  May  Point,  N”.  J., 

August  2Dth,  1875. 

According  to  previous  notice  n  number  of  clergymen  and  lay¬ 
men  assembled  in  the  Pavilion  at  Sea  Grove,  N.  J.,  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  August  25th,  1875,  at  9.30,  A.  M.,  and  were  called  to  order  by 
Rev.  Alfred  Nevin,  D.  D.,  LL.D.,  who  proposed  Alexander 
Whilldin,  Esq.,  as  Temporary  President.  Mr.  Whilldin  having 
been  chosen  to  that  office  by  acclamation,  in  a  brief  address 
extended  to  the  assemblage  a  cordial  Avelcome,  and  conducted  the 
opening  devotional  exercises.  Rev.  W.  R.  Stockton  read  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  (Acts,  second  chapter,)  and  Rev.  J.  T.  Smith, 
D.  D.,  olfered  prayer. 

A  committee  on  credentials,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  Ford  Sut¬ 
ton,  G.  W.  Maclaughlin,  and  D.  0.  Kellogg,  reported  the  following 

ROLL  OF  MEMBERS: 

I.  Of  the  Protestant  Episcofal  Church — 15. 


Rev.  J.  E.  Grammer,  D.D.,  Balto.  Md. 
“  D.  O.  Kellog,  D.D.,  PhiVa,  Pa. 
“  W.  R.  Stockton,  Phimiixmlle,  “ 

“  J.  H.  Lamb,  Glarkshoro\  N.  J. 
“  C.  W.  Duane,  8wedeslx)ro\  “ 

“  J.  N.  Stanger,  Poidsmouth,  0. 
“  A.  B.  Atkins,  D.  D., 

Georgetown.,  D.  G. 


J.  H.  Birckheatl,  Esq.,  Baltimore  Md. 
S.  R.  Marshal],  "^Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Arthur  Coffin,  “  “  “ 

J.  R.  Whitney,  “  “  “ 

J.  Cowpland,  “  “  “ 

J.  Brown,  “  N.  J. 

Zebulou  Locke,  “  “ 

W.  B.  Crooks,  “  New  York. 


II.  The  Reformed  Episcopal  Church — 2. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Stevenson,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Reddles,  Germantown,  “ 
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III.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — 18. 


Rev.  D.  H.  Wheeler,  D.  D., 

Nev^  Tork^  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  P.  Newman,  D.  D., 

Washington  City,  D.  G. 
Rev.  J.  E.  Smith,  D.  D.,  Wilm'71,  Del. 
“  C.  R.  Hartranft,  Camden,  N.  J- 
“  G.  W.  Maclanghlin,  Phil'a,  Pa- 
“  J.  C.  Wood, 

“  S.  M.  Hoover, 

“  S.  Pancoast,  “  “ 


Rev.  T.  A.  Fernley,  PhiVa,  Pa. 

R.  T.  Williams,  Esq., 

Prof.W.  G.  Fischer, 

Geo.  Quein,  “  “  “ 

John  Carson,  “  “  “ 

C.  S.  Hamilton,  “ 

L.  M.  Pratt,  M.  D.,  “  “ 

S.  R.  Wannamaker,  Esq.,  “  “ 

C.  P.  Hastings,  “  “  “ 

John  Shallcross,  ^  “  “  “ 


IV.  The  Lutheran  Church — 9. 


Rev.  John  G.  Morris,  D.  D.,  Balt.,  Md. 
“  J.  H.  Barclay,  “  “ 

“  F.  W.  Conrad,  D.D.,  Phil'a,  Pa. 

“  J.  A.  Kunkleman,  “  “ 

“  Prof.  V.  L.  Conrad,  “  “ 


Rev.  W.M.  Baum,  D.D.,  PhiVa,Pa. 
“  Thos.  G.  Yaeger,  Reading,  “ 

“  Joel  Swartz,  D.  D., 

Hai'Hshnrg,  “ 

“  H.  L.  Grossman,  Tremont,  “ 


V.  The  (German)  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States — 10. 
Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  President  U^^sinus  College,  Collegeville,  Pa 


“  Prof  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D., 

Lancaster.  Pa 

“  Prof  T.G.  Apple,  D.D.,  “ 

“  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.  Phil'a, 

“  E.H.  Nevin,D.D.,  “ 


Rev.  G.  W.  Snyder,  Harrisburg,  “ 
Rev.  Herman  Bokiun,(7m/nt/i^’//,  “ 
A.  L.  Kaub,  Esq.,  Philadelphia,  “ 
J.  D.  Miller,  “ 

G.  S.  Raup,  “ 


VI.  The  (Dutch)  Reformed  Church  in  America — 7. 


Rev.  Wm.  R.  Gordon,  S.  T.  D., 

Sch'raalenberg ,  N.  J. 
Rev.  P.  D.  Oakley,  New  Jersey. 
S.  R.  W.  Heath,  Esq.,  Newark,  N.  J. 


Rev.  Isaac  Collier, 

D.  S.  Jones,  Esq. 
A.  M.  Givin,  Esq., 

E.  P.  Feaster, 


Ricliboro' ,  Pa. 

Manayunk,  “ 
Ne^ntown,  “ 


VH.  The  Baptist  Church— 6. 


Rev.  Sami.  Hughes,  Cape  May,  N.  J. 
“  Z.  T.  Dowen,M.  D.,  Chester,  Pa. 
“  Geo.  Bowman,  Ilatboro'  “ 


Rev.  W.  Schmuke,  Philadelphia ,  Pa. 
W.  M.  Webster,  Esq.,  “  “ 

J.  A.  Schultze,  “ 


VHI.  United  Presrytertan  Church — 3. 


Rev.  W.  W.  Barr,  D.  D., 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Jas.  Walker,  Esq.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
G.  B.Skilton,  “ 
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IX.  Presbyterian  Church  in  U.  S. — 8. 


Rev.  R.  B.  White,  D.  D., 

Greenwich,  Va. 
Rev.  J.  D.  Mitchell,  D.  D., 

Alexandria,  “ 
Rev.  J.  F.  Cannon,  Leesburg,  “ 


Rev.  J.  J.  Cooke,  Louisville,  Ky. 
“  J.  Jones,  D.D., 

“  A.  W.  Pitzer,  Washington,  B.  C. 
J.  V.  A.  Shields,  Esq.,  “ 

L.  C.  Inglis,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


X.  Presbyterian  Church  in  U.  S.  A. — 67. 


Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  D.  D., 

New  York,  N.  T. 
Rev.  Jos.  S.  Van  Dyke, 

Cr anbury,  N  J. 

Rev.  Jas.  M.  Maxwell,  Belvidere,  “ 

“  C.  D.  Shaw,D.D.,  Patterson,  “ 

“  J.  H.  O’Brien,  Winonah,  “ 

“  Henry  Reeves,  Gloucester,  “ 

“  W.  W.  McNair,  Cedarville,  “ 

“  Thos.  McCauley, 

Hackettstown,  “ 

“  F.  D.  Harris,  Woodbury,  “ 

“  Allen  H.  Brown,  Camden,  ‘‘ 
Jos.  J.  Reeves,  Esq.,  Bridgeton,  “ 
Chas.  C.  Lathrop,  Esq.,  Newark,  “ 

J.  A.  Anderson,  Esq.,  “ 

John  Binen,  Esq.,  Newton,  “ 
John  W. Wykoff,  Esq.,  Belvidere,  “ 
Rev.  D.  McKinney,  D.  D., 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
'■  Jas.  W.  Dale,  D.D.,  Media,  “ 

‘‘  A.  McElwain,  Ilestonville,  “ 

“  R.  B.  Webster,  Wilkesbarre,  “ 

“  D.  H.  Laverty,  Enon,  “ 

“  Alex.  B.  Jack,  •  “ 

“  Orr  Lawson,  Oxford,  “ 

“  Win.  E.  Jones, “ 
W.  F.  P.  Noble,  Lancaster,  “ 

,  “  Jas.  Roberts,  Coatesville,  “ 

“  Jos.  W.  Porter,  Phmi'xville,  “ 

“  Robt.  F.  Wils()n,  Bedford,  “ 

“  O.  H.  Miller,  Harrisburg,  “ 

“  A  S.  Stewart,  Mar,  '  “ 

E.  II.  Snowden,  Lakesville,  “ 

“  Charles  Coll  ins,  “ 

“  Roger  Owen,  D.D., 

Chestnut  Hill,  “ 


Rev.  J.  Ford  Sutton,  PhiVa,  Pa. 
“  Alfred  Nevin,  D  D.,  “  “ 

“  R.  H.  Allen,  D.  D., 

“  J.  B.  McCorkell, 

“  A.  Culver, 

“  John  Moore,  “  “ 

“  John  McLeod,  “  “ 

“  Jas.  A.  Marshall,  ‘‘  “ 

“  J.  F.  Jeiinison, 

“  M.  B.  Grier,  D.  D., 

Alex.  Whilldin,  Esq.,  “  “ 

L.  M.  Service,  M.  D., 

E.  G.  Woodward,  Esq.,  “  “ 

Peter  B.  Simmonds,  “  “  “ 

H.  N.  Thissell, 

J.  Ross  Snowden,  LL.  D  ,  “  “ 

H.  H.  Shillingfoj-d,  Esq.,  “  “ 

Geo.  H.  Shaw,  “  “  “ 

J.  F.  Gay  ley,  M.  D..  “  “ 

Geo.  D.  Hayes,  Esq.,  Oxford.,  “ 

D.  C.  Carhart,  “  “  “ 

Joseph  Murdagh,“  “  “ 

H.  H.  Webster,  Mauch  Chuuk,  “ 
Rev.  J.  M.  P.  Otts,  D.  1).,  Wilni  n,  Del. 
Rev.  A.  J.  Snyder,  “ 

“  J.  P.  Conkey,  “  “ 

“  J.  T.  Uinsted,  St.  Georgeis,  “ 

“  J.  T.  Smith,  D.D.,  Balto.  Md. 
“  Andrew  B.  Cross,  “  “ 

“  John  Pym  Carter,  “  “ 

“  John  L.  Fulton,  “  “ 

“  E.  L.  Boing,  Federalsburg,  “ 

“  C.  P.  Mallery,  Chesapeake  Cdy,'' 
Win.  Sinionton,  Emmittsburg,  “ 
Henry  I).  Harvey,  Es(i ,  Balto.  “ 
W.  H.  Cole, 

Rev.  D.  J.  Motfat,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 
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THE  PEEMANENT  ORGANIZATION 
was  effected  by  the  election  of  the  following  named  officers : 

PRESIDENT: 

Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Boniberger,  D.  D. 


VICE  PRESIDENTS: 

Revs.  David  McKinney,  D.  D.,  F.  W.  Conrad,  D.  D  ,  A.  B.  Atkins,  D.  D., 
Jos.  T.  Smith,  D.  D.,  George  Bowman,  and  Elders  E.  G.  Woodward, 
W.  H.  Cole. 


SECRETARIES: 

Revs.  A.  W.  Pitzer,  J.  Ford  Sutton,  T.  A.  Fernley,  and  Elder  D.  S.  .Tones. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES: 

On  Correspondence  W.  M.  Baum,  D  D.,  Joseph  E.  Smith,  D.D., 

G.  W.  Maclaughlin. 

On  Business: — Revs.  A.  Nevin,  D.  D.,  LL.D.,  R.  T.  Williams,  D.  D., 
D.  H.  Wheeler,  D.  D.,  J.  W.  Dale,  D.  D.,  and  Elder  H.  H.  Shillingford. 

On  Rules: — Revs.  R.  B.  White,  D.  D.,  W.  R.  Stockton,  D.  G.  Kellogg, 
D.  D.,  and  Elder  J.  Ross  Snowden,  LL.  D. 

On  Religious  Services: — Revs.  J.  I).  Mitchell,  D.  D.,  J.  E  Graminer,  D.  D., 
T.  A.  Fernley,  and  Elders  Alex.  Whilldin,  IT.  H.  Shillingford. 

Executive  Committee: — Rev.  J.  E.  Grammer,  D.  D.,  Chairman  ;  Rev.  J.  P. 
Carter,  Secretary;  Elder  Martin  Buehler,  Treasurer;  Rev.  .1.  II.  A.  Bomherger, 
D.  D.,  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  A.  Nevin,  D.  D.,  D.  II.  Wheeler,  D.  D.,  T.  A. 
Fernley,  A.  W.  Pitzer,  and  Messrs.  A.  Whilldin,  J.  R.  Whitney,  L.  C.  Iiiglis. 

Dr.  Bomberger,  on  assuming  the  Chair,  acknowledged  the 
honor  conferred,  and  begged  the  assistance  and  indulgence  of  the 
Convention  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  to  which  he  had  been 
so  unexpectedly  called. 

The  deliberations  of  the  Convention  were  formally  opened 
by  Rev.  J.  E.  Grammer,  D.  D.,  in  the  following 

Inaugural  Address. 

In  the  name  of  Alexander  Whilldin  and  of  the  lovers  of  all  God’s  people 
who  sojourn  at  Sea  Grove,  we  welcome  this  goodly  company  of  fathers  and 
brethren  of  the  Christian  Church.  We  welcome  you  to  this  ocean  side, 
where  God’s  voice  sjK'aks  to  us  in  the  war  of  waters  as  well  as  in  the  peaceful 
calm.  How  sweet  and  pleasant  it  is  to  come  away  for  a  while  from  the 
dusty  toil  and  exhausting  care  of  our  daily  duties  to  study  the  open  ])age  of 
the  sublime  book  of  nature,  and  to  commune  in  ])rayer  and  praise  with  the 
Father  of  our  spirits,  and  in  sacred  converse  with  the  children  of  the 
covenant !  Truly,  it  is  not  for  idle  pleasure  that  we  are  gathered  here.  It 
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is  uot  to  escape  responsibility  or  to  abandon  our  work ;  but  as  the  Master 
bade  the  disciples  to  go  apart  and  rest  awhile,  so  have  we  come.  As  Peter, 
Janies  and  John  went  up  into  the  mountain  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  trans¬ 
figured  glory  of  their  Lord,  so  would  we  come  in  prayer  and  meditation  to 
draw  fresh  inspiration  from  respite,  and  like  tliem  to  go  back  to  battle  with 
tlie  demon  forms  of  sin  in  the  valley  below.  We  remember  that  it  was  n(;ar 
the  sea  tlie  Apostles  heard  the  invitation,  “Come  and  dine.”  And  it  was 
upon  the  water  He  walked  when  He  coinmanded  the  winds  and  tlie  waves 
to  obey  Him ;  and  the  association  of  tlie  ocean  with  the  ministry  and  miracles 
of  our  Lord  should  render  a  visit  to  it  rich  in  profitable  suggestions  to  those 
who  are  called  to  be  “fishers  of  men.” 

Standing  here  to-day,  we  behold  this  glorious  scene,  and  exclaim :  “O 
Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works  :  in  wisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all !  ” 
We  are  come  here  to  sip  the  sweet  cup  of  fraternal  love.  There  is 
nothing  which  so  warms  and  gladdens  the  heart  of  a  soldier  as  sympath}’^ 
aud  cheer.  Let  him  be  assured  that,  while  his  cause  is  good,  he  is  loved  and 
remembered  by  his  comrades ;  and  it  sends  a  fresh  thrill  of  devotion  through 
his  veins,  and  nerves  him  for  noble  self-sacrifice.  And  there  is  nothing 
that  so  chills  and  disheartens  him,  as  indifference  and  division.  As  soldiers 
of  the  Cross ;  as  enlisted  warriors  in  the  awful  and  holy  conflict  against  the 
empire  of  spiritual  darkness,  what  we  want  to  realize  is  that  we  have  a 
common  cause  :  “one  Lord,  one  Faith,  one  Baptism ;  one  God  and  Father  of 
all.”  In  union  there  is  strength.  And  the  policy  of  our  foe  is  to  divide  and 
conquer.  If  he  can  spread  discord  and  mutual  jealousy  in  this  camp, 
he  exults.  And  hence  it  is,  that  infidelity  has  magnified  the  differences 
of  Christians,  and  pointed  to  their  dissensions  as  so  many  concessions  to  the 
claims  of  its  impious  presumption.  The  world  is  glad  of  any  occasion  that 
caters  to  its  morbid  craving  for  a  feast  upon  creeds  tainted  by  a  false  practice ; 
and  rejoices  to  point  its  finger  of  scorn  at  brethren  at  variance,  ciying, 
“Fie  on  thee  !  fie  on  thee  !” 

To  assert  the  truth  and  reality  of  our  faith,  and  illustrate  it  by  practical 
good-will  to  our  brethren,  of  every  name,  is  one  of  the  objects  of  this  gather¬ 
ing.  If  it  will  promote  peace  and  love ;  if  it  will  bind  men,  as  brethren, 
in  offices  of  kindness  and  mercy;  if  it  will  help  to  increase  their  efficiency  in 
their  own  churches  and  fields  of  labor,  and  to  promote  unity  of  spirit 
aud  righteousness  of  living,  who  will  not  admit  that  it  will  be  a  great 
blessing  ? 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  we  should  all  think  exactly  alike ;  and  it 
would  indeed  be  strange  if  we  did.  It  would  be  contrary  to  the  law  of  our 
being  and  contradictory  to  the  experience  of  mankind.  The  highest  proof 
of  sincerity  is  honest  difference  of  opinion,  and  the  strongest  evidence 
of  truth  is  the  testimony  which  unites  subordinate  variety  with  substantial 
agreement.  The  world  is  a  parable  to  us  of  this  great  truth.  The  same 
law  governs  the  ripple  on  the  summer  lake  and  the  surging  billow  on 
the  mighty  main.  The  stars  differ  in  glory,  and  yet  they  are  bound  b}-^ 
a  common  attraction  to  one  centre.  In  the  Church  there  are  Prophets, 
Apostles,  Pastors  and  Teachers,  having  gifts  differing  according  to  the  grace 
given  to  them.  Peter  was  different  from  Paul,  and  John  from  both; 
but  they  all  testified  to  the  essential  and  saving  truth  in  Jesus.  As  God  has 
shown  the  wealth  of  His  resources  in  nature,  so  He  has  in  religion ;  and  as 
there  are  differences  of  practices  and  forms,  so  there  are  diversities  of  opera¬ 
tions ;  “but  all  these  worketh  that  one  and  the  self-same  Sjiirit,  dividing  to 
every  man  severally  as  he  will.”  We  rejoice  in  this  variety  as  we  do  in 
the  varied  beauties  of  nature,  in  the  many-hued  flowers,  in  the  varied  plum¬ 
age  of  liirds.  We  see  that  God  has  made  many  races  to  dwell  on  the  earth  ; 
and  He  has  permitted  great  liberty  of  utterance  to  all  his  people,  and  differ¬ 
ence  of  administration  in,  testimon}'^  of  the  Gospel ;  and  yet  it  is  the  same 
Spirit  which  teaches  men  to  say  that  “Jesus  is  Lord,”  to  his  glory.  We  never 
expect  to  see  one  organic  union  in  the  Christian  Church  till  He  shall  come 
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again,  wlio  is  still,  “the  desire  of  all  nations.”  Nor  indeed  do  we  know  that  it 
is  possible  under  the  circumstances  of  our  condition.  When  the  machinery 
of  human  life  and  government  arc  wholly  reconstructed  ;  when  the  present 
necessities  shall  be  removed,  and  the  limitations  of  our  finite  and  imperfect 
state  shall  give  place  to  a  communion  of  saints ;  when  we  sliall  not  see 
through  a  glass  darkly,  but  face  to  face — then,  and  not  till  then,  may 
we  suppose  that  the  Church  will  have  an  outward  uniformity.  So  that  our 
aim  here  is  not  for  such  a  result.  It  is  beyond  our  reach,  and  possibly  not 
suited  to  our  work.  It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  it  was  the  intent  of 
our  Lord’s  prayer  when  He  prayed  that  they  should  be  one.  That  oneness 
we  believe  was  a  unity  such  as  binds  the  three  persons  in  the  adorable  God¬ 
head  :  a  unity  of  purpose,  and  action,  and  life. 

There  is  one  error  which  has  been  prolific  of  much  evil,  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  seek  an  outward  uniformity;  and  that  is  the  belief  that 
Christian  unity  is  dependent  upon  union.  We  may  be  perfectly  united  and 
yet  not  preach  in  the  pulpits  of  each  other,  or  unite  in  the  offices  of  Baptism 
or  the  Lord’s  Supper.  The  sacraments  are  not  the  only  or  chief  tokens  of 
Christians.  “By  their  fruits,”  the  Saviour  said,  “ye  shall  know  them  ;  ” 
and  to  insist  that  we  shall  either  have  the  same  form  of  worship  ;  the' same 
order  of  church  government ;  wait  upon  a  ministry,  whether  of  the  word  or 
the  sacraments,  in  exactly  the  same  way,  is  to  make  a  condition  and  test 
of  fellowship  which  is  not  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  New 
Testament.  The  unity  of  spirit  will  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  harmony 
and  co-operation  in  all  the  essentials  of  the  Christian  faith  and  life ;  and 
whatever  is  not  essential  does  not  touch  the  life  of  the  Christian  Church. 

We  come,  so  far  as  we  are  all  agreed  in  the  essentials,  to  walk  by  the  same 
rule  and  to  mind  the  same  thing.  These  essentials  are  the  fundamental 
prineiples  of  The  unity  of  the  Godhead  and  the  Trinity,  the  divinity  of 
Christ,  and  the  depraved  and  lost  condition  of  man  in  his  natural  state ;  the 
necessity  of  a  new  birth  by  the  Holy  Spirit ;  the  inspiration  and  sufficiency  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  as  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice;  the  sufficient  and 
exclusive  merit  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  imputed  to  us,  and  received 
by  faith  alone,  as  the  ground  of  our  justification  before  God,  and  the  means 
of  our  salvation  unto  eternal  life. 

We  come  to  strive  after  a  greater  unity  of  spirit,  and  to  rise  above 
the  mists  of  prejudice  into  an  atmosphere  of  purer  charity  and  livelier  com¬ 
munion  with  each  other.  What  we  want  is  more  faith — more  faith  in  God, 
in  His  Gospel,  and  in  the  means  He  has  ordained  for  the  conversion  of 
the  world — more  faith  to  recognize  His  presence  and  work,  and  the  fruit  of 
His  spirit  in  others;  and  to  realize  that  His  grace  is  not  tied  to  forms 
or  dependent  upon  the  conditions  we  impose ;  but  free  as  the  wind  and  mighty 
as  trutl),  and  boundless  as  his  love  in  Jesus  Christ. 

If  our  intercourse  here  will  tend  to  enlarge  our  faith  and  love,  to  deepen 
and  purify  our  sympathy  for  each  other,  and  kindle  a  love  for  souls  and 
a  wise  zeal  for  God  and  His  cause,  it  will  redound  a  hundred  fold  more 
to  His  glory  and  our  good,  than  if  we  should  intensify  the  spirit  of  party,  of 
denominationalism ;  and  glory  that  we  belong  to  the  strictest  sect  of  this 
school,  or  that ;  or  l)oast,  we  were  each  one,  a  “Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews.” 

“All  are  yours:  Whether  Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas.”  We  claim 
kindred  with  Augustine  and  Ambrose,  with  Cranmer  and  Ridley;  with 
Baxter  and  Owen  ;  with  Wesley  and  Whitfield  ;  with  Chalmers  and  Robt. 
Hall.  We  rejoice  in  the  ministry  of  the  Edwards  and  Alexanders;  of 
Griswold,  and  Mellvaine,  and  Charles  Spurgeon.  We  delight  to  sing  the 
hymns  of  Watts  and  Wesley,  of  Toplady  and  Doddridge,  of  Keeble  and 
Francis  Lyte.  And  as  we  look  back  upon  the  noble  army,  and  behold 
in  these  consecrated  and  elect  ones,  the  triumphs  of  grace,  we  send  our 
greeting  to  the  Church:  “Grace  be  with  all  those  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  sincerity.” 
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We  live  at  a  time  when  the  Church  needs  to  be  on  her  knees.  Never  was 
infidelity  more  refined,  polite  and  seductive.  The  old  methods  have  been 
abandoned ;  the  field  is  a  new  one,  and  the  weapons  are  new.  Materialism 
is  the  great  ally  of  the  unbelievers.  Nature  is  suborned  as  a  witness  in  this 
trial  of  the  Gospel.  But  as  the  stars  in  their  courses  fought  against  Sisera, 
so  do  the  forces  of  nature  unite  to  uphold  the  truth  of  Him  who  spake 
nature  into  being. 

The  Bible  still  lives ;  the  Lord  reigns ;  the  Church  is  true  to  her  trust  as 
a  witness  and  keeper;  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail  against  her.  The 
battle-flags  which  surround  the  Cross,  as  the  trophies  of  the  Gospel,  outnum¬ 
ber  all  the  tokens  of  worldly  triumph.  The  exultant  cry  of  the  Church  still  is ; 
“Their  rock  is  not  as  our  rock, — even  our  enemies  themselves  being  judges.” 
We  rejoice  in  the  union  which  distinguishes  the  Christian  Church  in 
confronting  the  enemies  of  the  Gospel.  The  greatest  minds  have  con¬ 
secrated  their  wealth,  and  like  the  Magi,  laid  their  oflerings  at  the  feet 
of  Jesus.  Philosophy  and  science  will  meet  again,  as  they  have  often  met, 
to  crown  Christ  as  the  Lord  of  life  and  truth.  The  nation  will  soon  remem¬ 
ber  the  Centennial  and  repeat  the  story  of  our  liberty  and  conquests. 
But  what  songs  shall  ever  adequately  prolong  the  redeeming  work  of 
Christ  ?  From  a  thousand  choirs  over  all  the  arch  of  Heaven  let  us  tell  it 
again  and  again,  “The  year  of  Jubilee  is  come.” 

Our  needs  are  great.  We  see  Iiitem%ierance  sweeping  like  a  flood  through 
our  land,  and  bearing  upon  a  desolating  tide  the  most  precious  treasures  of 
life  and  industry.  We  see  homes  darkened  by  its  presence,  and,  like  the 
fabled  Minotaur,  it  threatens  universal  desolation.  We  must  unite  to  stay 
this  evil,  and  pray  that  every  man  may,  in  this  contest,  be  a  Theseus  and 
every  woman  an  Ariadne.  We  must  unite  to  stay  this  eml  and  pray 
unceasingly. 

Our  Bible  is  assailed,  and  men  would  drive  it  out  of  the  public  schools 
by  an  edict  like  that  of  the  Roman  Claudius  against  the  early  Christians. 
Like  them,  let  us  hold  fast  to  the  profession  of  our  faith.  The  Bible  is 
tbe  palladium  of  our  liberties  and  our  homes ;  may  the  fate  of  Uzzah 
arrest  and  punish  the  impiety  of  him  who  dares  to  lay  his  ruthless  hand 
upon  this  ark  of  our  God.  We  need  to  uphold  the  Sabbath.  It  is  like 
yonder  breakwater,  which  screens  from  the  ocean’s  rage  and  violence  the 
freighted  messengers  of  our  commerce.  It  secures  to  us  the  rest  and 
protection  from  the  tumult  of  the  world,  hich  the  wearied  heart  needs  in 
this  life  of  care  and  competition.  We  cannot  be  too  jealous  for  it. 

While  much  has  been  done,  a  great  deal  remains  to  incite  our  zeal.  We 
need  a  pure  Press  and  a  purged  national  conscience.  We  need  to  guard  the 
sanctity  of  oaths  and  the  trial  by  jury,  and  exalt  it  to  the  position  of 
a  Christian  people.  We  need  to  preach  Christ  more  faithfully  in  our 
pulpits,  and  appeal  to  the  authoritative  statements  of  the  Bible  with  a 
bolder  confidence.  We  need  to  pray  more.  Prayer  is  the  key  which 
unlocks  the  gates  of  heaven ;  and  the  power  by  which  Daniel  overthrew  the 
coalition  of  Babylon,  and  the  Apostles  won  the  triumphs  of  Pentecost. 

May  God  the  Holy  Ghost  unite  and  bless  this  assembi}" !  May  our 
Christian  host  whose  hand  is  open  to  charity,  and  whose  heart  is  bounding 
with  love,  be  ever  under  the  divine  protection. 

“Let  brotherly  love  continue.”  And  may  we  all  be  at  last  addressed  by 
Him  who  is  the  Head  of  His  Church:  “Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father, 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you,  from  the  fouutlation  of  the 
world.” 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  were,  on  motion,  returned  to  Dr. 
Grammer  for  his  address,  and  a  copy  requested  for  publication. 
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On  motion,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  consider  the  subject  of 

Political  Romakism. 

The  following  named  members  took  part  in  the  debate,  viz ; 
Rev.  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Allen,  Maclaiighlin,  and  Elders  Gayley 
and  Service;  and  Rev.  Pr.  Otts  read  an  essay  on  Protestard 
America. 

At  the  close  of  the  discussion,  the  Chair,  on  motion,  appointed 
the  following  named  committee  to  prepare  a  report  on  this  subject, 
to  be  taken  up  as  the  Order  of  the  day^  to-morrow,  Thursday, 
at  10,  A.  M.,  viz  :  Revs.  J.  S.  Van  Dyke,  D.  D.,  J.  W.  Dale,  D.  D., 
Andrew  B.  Cross,  and  Elders  Gayley  and  Service. 

At  1,  P.  M.,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow, 
Thursday,  at  9.30,  A.  M. 

Closed  with  Prayer. 

Thursday,  August  26/7z,  1875. 

At  9.30,  A.  M.,  the  Convention,  assembled  and  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President,  Rev.  Dr.  Bomberger. 

The  Holy  Scriptures  were  read  by  Rev.  D.  H.  Wheeler,  D.  D., 
and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  F.  W.  Conrad,  D.  1). 

Order  of  the  Day. 

Rev.  Jos.  S.  Van  Dyke,  chairman  of  the  select  committee  on 
Political  Romanism,  presented  a  report,  wliicli  was  accepted,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  appointed  hj  tbe  Sea  Grove  Convention  to  prepare  a 
paper  on  the  subject  of  Political  Romanism,  respectfully  report : 

Wherms,  The  u’overnment  of  these  United  States  is  founded  on  a  principle 
which  recognizes  ti»e  separate  existence  of  Church  and  State:  each  distinct 
and  relatively  independent  in  its  respective  sphere;  and, 

Whereas,,  The  Churcli  of  Rome  is  now  forming  among  her  people  in  this 
country,  organizations,  under  the  name  of  ^WJatholic  Unions,"  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  seciii'iiig,  by  means  of  the  ballot,  municipal  and  State  legislation 
favorable  to  her  interests,  and  subversive  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  republican  government ;  and, 

Whei^eas,  The  Church  of  Rome,  with  this  evident  purpose  of  destroying 
the  free  institutions  of  a  country  which  has  welcomed  the  adlierents  of  that 
Church,  as  all  other  immigrants  are  welcomed,  to  a  full  participation  in  our 
common  liberty,  is  employing  sophistry  and  intrigue  lo  induce  our  people, 
and  especially  the  professional  politicians,  to  favor  their  unjust,  unconstitu¬ 
tional,  and  purely  sectarian  claims  ;  and. 

Whereas,  The  Church  of  Rome  is  demanding  a  so-called  pro  rata  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  Public  School  funds,  thereby  imperiling  the  very  existence  of 
our  time-honore<l  system  of  public  instruction  ;  and  is  using  agencies,  in 
some  instances  purely  political,  to  secure  State  appropriations  to  her 
asylums  and  other  institutions,  thus  violating  a  fundamental  and  essential 
principle  of  our  government  as  established  by  our  Fathers  ;  therefore, 
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1.  Resolved,  That,  as  members  of  this  Convention  and  citizens  of  these 
United  States,  we  do  cordially  approve  and  will  earnestly  defend  the  prin¬ 
ciple  which  requires  the  separate  existence  of  Church  and  State. 

2.  Resolved,  It  is  with  profound  regret  we  have  learned,  that  politico- 
ecclesiastical  societies  have  been  organized  in  New  J^Tsey  and  other  States, 
under  the  “inspiration  and  blessing”  of  the  Pope;  the  members  of  which 
societies  are  bound  to  render  unreserved  obedience  to  their  ecclesiastical 
governors. 

3.  Resolved,  Believing  that  the  perpetuity  of  the  institutions,  which, 
under  God,  secure  to  us  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  depends 
largely  upon  the  permanency  and  efficiency  of  a  well-conducted  system 
of  education,  with  the  Bible  as  the  standard  of  morals  ;  we  call  upon  our 
countrymen  to  resist,  by  all  lawful  means,  any  and  all  attempts  to  destroy  or 
impair  the  usefulness  of  our  system  of  public  instruction,  and  to  unite  with 
us  in  preventing  the  funds  of  the  Slate  from  being  appropriated  to  the 
maintenance  of  sectarian  institutions. 

4.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  earnestly  calls  upon  all  friends  of 
American  institutions  to  exert  their  energy  and  iutlueuce  in  every  legiti¬ 
mate  wajq  to  arouse  the  public  to  the  necessit}'^  of  resisting  these  aggres¬ 
sions,  and  of  preserving  our  venerated  institutions  intact,  as  they  have  been 
handed  down  to  us  by  those  who  founded  them  on  the  true  and  proper 
basis:  equal  civil  and  religious  liberty  for  all;  special  legislation  for  none. 

Signed,  Jos.  S.  Van  Dyke, 

Chairman. 

Rev.  AndreAv  B.  Cross,  a  member  of  the  same  committee,  and 
with  their  approbation,  read  the  following  supplemental  paper  on 
the  same  subject : 

'‘'‘Whereas,  We  have  reached  that  time  when  the  proposed  plans  and 
determinations  of  the  Papal  power,  which  over  forty  3"ears  since  were  pub¬ 
lished  by  Papal  societies  m  hurope,  for  overturning  of  the  Republican  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  which  was  to  be  done  b}”^  breaking  up  the 
public  schools,  by  combination  with  whatever  political  power  would  serve 
the  church,  in  the  way  of  appropriating  money  to  their  institutions,  and 
placing  in  office  men  who  would  give  their  influence  and  power,  in  voting 
whatever  would  advance  the  Church  ;  and. 

“  Whereas,  When  at  the  time  S.  F.  B.  Morse,  the  inventor  of  the  magnetic 
telegraph,  discovered  these  societies  and  printed  reports  of  the  same,  trans¬ 
lated  them  and  wrote  home  his  letters  showing  clearly  the  Papal 
conspiracy  against  the  liberties  of  the  United  States,  which  documents  and 
letters  were  published  in  the  N.  Y.  Observer,  and  other  papers,  under  the 
signature  of  Brutus,  before  1835,  but  which  at  that  time  many  of  the 
people  of  our  country  would  not  believe ;  and, 

Wher'eas,  Facts  have  been  every  year  since  occurring,  throwing  light 
upon  and  confirming  their  truth,  wliile  conventions  of  bishops  in  this 
country — sermons  and  addresses  b}'  aichbishops  and  bishops — bulls  and 
allocutions  of  Gregory  XVI,  and  the  acts  of  the  long  life  of  Pius  IX,  in  his 
niany  bulls,  but  especially  in  that  connected  with  which  is  the  syllabus 
in  1864,  have  unequivocally  and  unmistakably  declared  and  enjoined  it 
upon  Catholics  the  world  over,  but  especially  in  the  United  States,  that 
they  combine  together  in  organizations,  which  shall  reach  every  individual, 
in  every  parisij,  in  every  State,  and  there  use  their  combined  and  organized 
power  as  a  unit,  to  help  those  who  further  their  plans  and  oppose  any  who 
will  not;  and, 

*•  Whereas,  Such  societies  are  not  only  organized  in  every  State,  but  their 
papers  have  for  years  published  it  as  the  dut\'  of  every  Catholic  to  realize 
that  he  is  under  obligations,  particularly  as  a  Voter,  to  go  to  the  polls  and  in 


12 


liis  individual  capacity,  and  all  in  tlieir  united  combinations,  to  vote  accord¬ 
ing  to  tlie  doctrine  of  the  Catholic  Church  as  set  forth  by  the  present  Pope 
and  the  councils  which  determined  that  the  Virgin  Mary  was  immaculate, 
and  that  the  Pope  was  infallible;  and 

^‘‘WhfA'eas,  Such  required  obligations  make  it  a  necessity  that  he  shall 
vote  and  use  his  influence  to  overturn  and  destroy  our  public  schools, 
declaring  them  to  be  Pagan,  control  our  councils  and  legislalures,  putting 
in  office  Papists  or  those  who  will  serve  them,  until  they  have  succeeded  in 
placing  a  Papist  in  the  Presidency  and  a  commander-in-chief  of  our  armies  ; 
and 

“  Whereas,  Now,  every  city  and  State  has  within  it  the  agitation  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  these  intentions,  in  police  officers,  members  of 
councils  and  legislatures,  and  in  some  cities  and  States  have  succeeded, 
until  90  to  95  ])er  cent,  of  the  amount  appropriated  for  charitable  purposes 
has  been  given  to  the  Roman  Church,  and  a  large  part  of  the  police  are  Irish 
Catholics  whose  violent  and  rabid  character  has  made  them  notorious  over 
the  whole  land,  while  the  Church  in  some  of  the  States  has  publicly  iden¬ 
tified  herself  with  the  elections  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  appropriations 
from  State  and  city  funds  and  securing  their  ends  in  regard  to  our  school 
system ;  therefore, 

'‘^Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  who  loves  bis  country,  who 
appreciates  the  precious  blood-bought  institutions,  which  are  the  life 
and  soul  of  our  American  liberties  and  rights,  to  resist  while  a  star  or 
stripe  remains  of  that  flag  which  has  proclaimed  liberty  to  man,  and  which, 
wherever  it  waves,  declares  to  down  trodden  men  of  every  nation  that  this 
land. remains  a  refuge  for  the  oppressed, — “the  land  of  the  free  and  the 
home  of  the  brave.” 

'■'‘Resolred,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  in  all  our  States  to  rescind  and 
purge  from  their  statute  books  all  those  laws  which  have  been  passed 
making  appropriations  of  money  or  land  for  sectarian  purposes,  and  to 
return  to  that  good  old  principle  which  was  made  so  clearly  the  issue  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  of  making  complete  separation  between  Church 
and  State. 

'‘'‘Resolved,  That  as  our  public  schools  are  the  very  eyes  of  our  children,  by 
which  they  are  to  see  and  know  their  rights  and  liberties,  that  the  attempts 
being  made  by  Rome  to  overturn  and  destroy  them  unless  we  consent  to 
their  demands,  is  like  the  covenant  of  Nahasli  (I  Samuel,  xi  2,)  in  which  he 
would  give  Israel  peace  only  on  condition  that  they  would  permit  him  to  thrust 
out  all  their  right  eyes — and  that  the  man  or  men  who  made  such  a  pro¬ 
posal,  show  in  that  act  the  most  deen-seated  and  determined  enmity  against 
American  principles  and  institutions. 

''Resolved,  That  under  no  circumstances  and  in  no  State,  city  or  town 
of  this  land,  will  we  consent  to  change  or  abolish  our  wise  institutions, 
which  have  given  to  us,  so  free,  so  precious  and  so  glorious  an  inheritance, 
where  every  man  is  and  has  a  right  to  be  free,  and  adopt  in  their  stead 
a  system  of  tyranny  and  oppression  which  has  impoverished  and  degraded 
every  nation  where  it  has  prevailed,  and  ground  to  powder  the  individual 
rights  and  liberties  of  men. 

"Resolved,  That  we  call  upon  all  editors  of  papers  who  maintain  the 
liberty  of  the  Press  in  opposition  to  Rome,  which  “execrates,  detests,  and 
denounces  it,”  to  use  their  influence  to  enlighten  the  people  in  regard 
to  this  war  against  our  liberties,  which  really  is  nothing  less  than  a  foreign 
Paj:>al  war  of  Rome,  under  the  guide,  management  and  control  of  foreign 
Jesuit  priests,  to  extinguish  light  and  liberty  from  among  us,  as  they  have 
attempted  in  Papal  countries,  until  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  nation, 
they  have  been  compelled  to  banish  them,  as  Ganganelli,  July  21st,  1773,  for 
the  welfare  of  the  world,  was  compelled  to  abolish  the  order  as  the  enemy 
of  mankind,  but  which  Pius  VII  restored  Aug.,  7th,  1814,  for  the  purpose  of 
reconquering  the  world  to  Rome. 
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^'Besolced,  That  our  Public  Schools,  an  open  Bible,  a  free  Gospel,  tlie  right 
of  every  man  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  con¬ 
science,  aud  the  right  himself  to  be  free,  and  hand  down  that  as  an  inherit¬ 
ance  to  his  children,  is  now,  ever  ought  to  be,  aud,  with  the  blessing 
of  God,  shall  be  perpetuated  in  this  land,  in  defiance  of  every  Jesuit  priest, 
and  eveiy  power  and  influence  which  Rome  can,  by  any  combination  or 
conspiracy,  bring  against  it. 

'‘'Resolved,  That  every  minister  of  the  Gospel ;  every  lover  of  his  fellow 
who  knows  what  unspeakable  blessings  have  been  conferred  upon  us,  as 
a  nation,  and  knows  that  we  are  indebted  to  the  Bible,  aud  the  Bible  alone, 
for  all  those  ideas  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  man,  should  feel  it  his 
bounden  duty,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  to  implant  them  in  the  mind  aud  heart 
of  every  child  in  the  nation,  and  spread  them  wherever  man  is  to  be  found, 
until  personal  liberty,  like  that  of  the  Gospel,  shall  reach  every  man  on 
earth.” 

Pending  the  discussion  of  these  papers,  the  CoiiYention  took  a 
recess  until  3,  P.  M. 

Thursday,  3,  P.  M. 

On  re-assembling  the  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of 

the  subject  of  Political  Pomanism,  and  adopted  the  foregoing 
papers. 

.  Order  of  Business. 

Rev.  Dr.  Alfred  Nevin,  chairman  of  the  committee  oa  Business, 
presented  the  following  report,  wdiich  W’as  accepted  and  adopted, 
recommending : 

1.  That  the  subject  of  Christian  Union  he  considered  this, 
Thursday,  afternoon. 

2.  Tewperance,  as  the  first  Order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
Friday ;  and 

3.  Bahhath  Ohservance,  as  the  second  Order  of  the  day. 

4.  The  Sabbath  School  Cause,  first  Order  of  the  dayior  Saturday. 

5.  That  the  Convention  hold  afternoon  sessions  from  2.30, 
to  4,  P.  M. 

Christian  Union. 

The  consideration  of  this  subject  w^as  introduced  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Alfred  Nevin,  folloAved  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Pitzer,  and  Elder  J.  Ross 
SnoAvdeji,  each  of  wdiom  addressed  the  Convention  on  the  subject. 

Object  Teaching  in  Sabbath  Schools. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Convention,  J.  R.  AVhitney,  Esq., 
delivered  an  address  on  Object  I'eachiny  in  Sabbath- Schools, 
with  black-board  illustrations. 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  w^ere  returned  to  Mr.  Whitnev 

•J 

for  his  very  instructive  address. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Friday,  at  9.30,  A.  M. 

Closed  with  Prayer. 
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Friday,  August  27^/^. 

The  Convention  assembled  in  the  Pavilion  at  9.30,  this  morn¬ 
ing,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Rev.  Dr.  Bomberger,  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  Rev.  Dr.  Gordon  read  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Stevenson  led  the  Convention  in  prayer. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Or.  Grammer,  the  Order  of  the  day,  (the 
subject  of  Temperance^  was  suspended,  and  that  of  Christian 
Union  resumed. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pitzer  offered  a  paper  on  this  subject,  which,  after 
amendments,  was  adopted  and  is  as  follows : 

Christian  Union. 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  affirms  its  cordial  approbation  of  that 
precious  doctrine  held  by  all  branches  of  the  Church  of  Christ:  ''The  Com¬ 
munion  of  SaintsT 

2.  Resolved,  This  communion  consists  in  a  participation  by  all  believers 
in  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  benefits  and  blessings  of  the  common  salvation,  pur¬ 
chased  by  Him,  for  all  of  every  age,  and  land,  and  denomination,  who 
receive  and  rest  upon  Him  by  faith. 

3  Resolved,  The  various  branches  of  the  Church  of  Christ  cannot  create 
unity;  their  function  in  this  regard  is  simply  to  recognize  and  manifest  it , 
to  show  forth  in  life  and  worship,  their  union  and  communion  with  Christ 
and  with  each  other,  in  and  through  Him. 

4.  Resolved,  We  hail  with  devout  gratitude  to  God,  the  fact,  that  the 
various  evangelical  churches  are  more  and  more  realizing  and  manifesting 
this  precious  doctrine  of  the  oneness  of  all  believers ;  this  unity  of  the  Church 
of  our  risen  Head  and  Lord. 

5.  Resolved,  While  we  believe  with  all  saints,  in  the  one  holy,  universal 
Church,  whose  unity  is  spiritual,  inward  and  living;  yet  we  also  believe 
that  this  unily  finds  its  appropriate  expression,  not  only  in  common  offices 
of  worship,  but  also  in  mutual  recognition  of  official  and  ecclesiastical  acts 
and  01  dinances ;  and  hence.  We  pray  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  to  speed 
the  day  when  each  Evangelical  Church  shall  recognise  the  validity  and 
Christian  character  of  the  ministry,  ordinances,  certificates  and  sacraments 
of  every  other  sister  Church. 

The  hour  of  the  second  Order  of  the  day,  Sabbath  Observance, 
being  come,  the  consideration  of  that  subject  was  postponed  until 
after  the  discussion  of  the  Temperance  question. 

Temperance. 

This  subject  was  introduced  by  Rev.  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Rev.  Dr.  D.  McKinney,  each  of  whom  read  an  essay  dis¬ 
cussing  this  important  question. 

Friday,  3,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  having  taken  a  recess,  reassembled  and  resumed 
the  discussion  of  the  subject  of  Temperance. 

At  4,  P.  M.,  Bev.  Dr.  Bomberger,  President  of  the  Convention, 
announced  that  he  was  now  about  to  retire,  being  under  obliga- 
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tion  to  return  home.  In  a  brief,  impressive  address,  he  congratu¬ 
lated  the  Convention  on  the  importance  of  the  work  Avhich  they 
had  accomplished,  -and  on  the  happy  fraternal  spirit  that  had  dis¬ 
tinguished  their  deliberations.  “Feeling  it  ‘good  to  be  here,’  1 
regret  the  necessity  of  retiring  before  the  close  of  the  session.  I 
believe  great  good  will  result  from  this  Christian  conference ;  and 
trust,  we  shall  all  be  spared  to  witness  and  enjoy  its  blessed  fruits.” 

f 

Rev.  Dr.  McKixney  occupies  the  Chair. 

On  the  withdrawal  of  Dr.  Bomberger,  Rev.  Dr.  McKinney, 
First  Vice-President,  occupied  the  Chair  during  the  remainder  of 
the  sessions. 

Rev.  Mr.  Reeves  offered  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  Temperance, 
which  was  discussed  until  the  hour  of  adjournment. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  Saturday,  morning. 

Closed  with  Prayer. 

^  ^  Saturday,  August  28//^. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  9.30,  A.  M.,  and  was  opened  with 
devotional  exercises. 

The  resolutions  of  Rev.  Mr.  Reeves,  on  Temperance,  under  con¬ 
sideration  at  the  hour  of  adjournment  yesterday,  were  taken  up. 
and,  after  amendment,  were  adopted  as  follows : 

Resolutions  on  Temperance. 

1.  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  evils  of  the  liquor  traffic  are,  in  many 
States,  intensified  by  bad  laws,  or  by  imperfect  administration  of  good  ones, 
it  is  the  conviction  of  this  Convention  that  society  should  be  protected  from 
the  c  msequences  of  the  traflSc  in  alcoholic  drinks,  by  adequate  legislation, 
faithfully  executed. 

2.  Resolved,  Feeling  that  an  evil  so  gigantic  as  intemperance  has  become, 
in  this  land,  requires  various  and  multiplied  agencies  for  its  suppression, 
this  convention  desires  to  discourage  none  of  the  past  or  existing  methods  of 
promoting  the  Temperance  cause ;  but  we  would  rather  recommend  in¬ 
creased  zeal  and  activity  in  the  use  of  such  means  as  may  commend  them¬ 
selves  to  each  individual  conscience. 

3.  Resolved,  That  as  no  true  and  permanent  reform;vtion  may  be  hoped  for 
where  there  is  wanting  religious  principle  as  imparted  to  the  soul  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  we  believe  the  Gospel  faithful^  f^ud  kindly  preached,  is 
the  prime  means  of  saving  men  from  the  sin  of  intemperance,  as  from 
all  other  wickedness. 

4.  Resolved,  That  while  we  do  not  feel  justified  in  pronouncing  when 
Chu'ch  members  become  proper  subjects  of  Church  discipline,  we  neverthe¬ 
less  declare  our  solemn  conviction  that  all  drunkenness  and  drunkard- 
making,  are  grossly  inconsistent  with  good  Cliurch  membership;  and  we 
also  express  our  belief  that  the  officers  of  Chnrclies  may  greatly  advance 
the  cause  of  Temperance  by  so  regarding,  denouncing  and  treating  these 
sins,  and  that  we  as  Church  members  and  ministers,  will  use  all  proper 
means  to  carry  out  the  above  in  our  respective  Churches. 
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Sabbath  Observance. 

The  following  paper,  adopted  after  amendment,  was  presented 
by  Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  D.  D. 

Being  convinced  that  the  right  observance  of  the  Christian  Sabbath  as  a 
day  of  rest  and  worship,  is  essential  to  the  highest  efficiency,  if  not  the  per¬ 
petuity,  of  the  civil  and  religious  institutions  of  this  free  land,  this  Conven¬ 
tion  is  pained  to  believe  that  these  institutions  are  already  imperilled,  as 
seen  in  the  destructive  teachings  and  practices  of  large  numbers  of  our  im- 
migranP  population  ;  in  the  hostile  influence  of  those  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  the  Sabbath  day ;  in  the  persist¬ 
ent  desecration  of  Sabbath  time  by  railroad  and  other  corporations 
requiring  their  employes  to  labor  upon  that  day ;  in  the  disregard  of  the 
Sabbath  by  travellers  on  our  public  higtiways ;  in  the  forgetfulness,  by 
many  professing  Christians,  of  the  duty  of  sanctifying  the  Sabbath  when  so¬ 
journing  at  hotels  and  Summer  resorts,  and  in  the  increasing  laxity  of  views 
and  practices  of  vast  numbers  of  the  evangelical  people  of  these  United 
States.  In  view  of  these  and  similar  facts,  it  is 

1.  Resolmd,  That  we  will  never  consent  to  exchange  the  holy  day  of  our 
fathers  for  the  holiday  of  Continental  Europe. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  liquor  sellers,  while  destroying  the  bodies  and  souls 
of  men  by  their  fearful  traffic,  shall  not  be  permitted  to  destroy  also  all 
reverence  for  the  Sabbath  by  prosecuting  their  sinful  work  upon  that  day ; 
and  hence  we  call  upon  all  good  citizens  to  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  exist¬ 
ing  laws  against  the  Sunday  liquor  traffic. 

8.  Resolved,  We  remonstrate  with  united  and  indignant  voice  against 
Sabbath  excursions,  whether  by  boat.,  rail,  or  otherwise ;  and  with  especial 
emphasis  do  we  deplore  the  seeming  purpose  thus  by  gradual  approaches,  to 
prepare  our  people  for  a  general  desecration  of  the  Sabbath  during  the 
approaching  Centennial. 

4,  Resolved,  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  labor  in  our  respective  Churches 
and  with  ail  Sabbath  associations  in  securing  a  better  observance  of  God’s 
holy  day ;  and  that  those  associations  be  recommended  to  devise  some 
means  by  which,  in  the  railroad  business,  at  furnaces,  and  in  other  depart¬ 
ments  of  labor,  no  more  work  shall  be  done  on  the  Sabbatti  than  is  abso¬ 
lutely  needful ;  and  that  we  call  upon  all  stockholders  in  such  corporations 
who  are  members  of  the  Church,  to  consider  the  inconsistency  of  en¬ 
couraging  Sabbath  desecration. 

5.  Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  in  the  establishment  of  Summer  resorts, 
where  proper  recreation  can  be  enjoyed  without  infringing  on  the  Scriptural 
observance  of  God’s  holy  day. 

Sabbath-Sohool  Work. 

Rev.  Alfred  Nevin,  D.  D.,  presented  a  paper  on  the  Sabbath- 
School  cause,  which,  after  amendment,  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

Whereas,  The  Sabbath-School  institution  is  a  most  important  and  valu¬ 
able  agency  in  the  promotion  of  practical  Christianity ;  and. 

Whereas,  It  has  expanded  into  vast  magnitude  in  our  country;  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  greatly  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  this  cherished 
means  of  building  up  and  perpetuating  the  Church. 

2.  Resolved,  Thai  it  is  eminently  desirable  that  Sabbath-Schools  should, 
in  all  cases,  be  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  authority  of  the 
Churches  in  connection  with  which  they  exist. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  essential  to  the  attainment  of  the  real  object  of  the 
Sabbath-School,  that  its  literature  be  pure  in  its  character,  free  from  in- 
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jurious  fiction  and  sentimentality,  and  richly  pervaded  by  the  truth  and 
sph-it  of  the  Word  of  God. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  our  judgment  it  would  contribute  largely  to  the 
healthful  growth  and  development  of  Sabbath- Schools,  if  the  pastors  of  the 
churches  to  which  they  belong,  would  visit  them  frequently  and  instruct 
the  children  in  a  style  adapted  to  their  capacity,  in  the  great  principles 
of  Divine  truth. 

Another  Convention  to  be  Held. 

Whereas,  The  Evangelical  Convention  now  in  session  at  Sea  Grove, 
has  been  owned  of  God  by  his  presence  and  blessings  ;  and. 

Whereas,  The  objects  sought  to  be  obtained  are  worthy  of  the  regard  of  all 
true  Christians  of  every  denomination  ;  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  Convention  of  Evangelical  Christians,  be,  and  is  here¬ 
by,  called  to  be  held  at  Sea  Grove,  about  the  first  of  July,  1876,  to  consider 
questions  of  living  importance  in  relation  to  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom. 

2.  ResoUed,  That  an  Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  J,  E. 
Grammer,  D.  D.,  J.  P.  Carter,  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  E.  V.  Gerhart, 
D.  D.,  A.  Nevin,  D.  D.,  D.  H.  Wheeler,  D.  D.,  T.  A.  Fernley,  A.  W.  Pitzer, 
and  Messrs.  Martin  Buehler,  A.  Whilldin,  J  R.  Whitney,  L.  C.  Inglis,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to  make  all  needful  arrangements  for  the 
holding  of  the  aforesaid  Convention.  That  they  secure  the  attendance  of 
three  ministers  and  three  laymen  of  each  Evangelical  denomination.  That 
they  name  subjects  for  deliberation,  and  secure  speakers  to  open  the 
discussions  of  the  Convention ;  and  to  give  all  proper  attention  to  the 
assembling  of  said  Convention. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  this  session  in  pamphlet  form. 

Votes  oe  Thanks. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  were,  by  a  rising  vote, 
tendered  to  the  following  named  parties  : 

1.  To  Rev.  Alfred  Nevin,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  for  suggesting  the 
idea  of  holding  this  meeting. 

2.  To  the  officers  of  this  body  for  their  assiduity  and  efficiency. 

3.  To  the  representatives  of  the  Press  for  their  accurate  and  in¬ 
teresting  reports  of  our  proceedings. 

4.  To  our  friend  and  brother,  Alexander  Whilldin,  Esq.,  for 
the  gi’eat  kindness  extended  to  the  members  of  this  Convention 
during  our  sessions.  We  pray  that  heaven’s  choicest  blessings 
may  abide  upon  him  and  his. 

A  Name  Adopted. 

It  was  on  motion.  Ordered,  that  the  name  and  style  by  which 
this  body  shall  be  designated,  shall  be. 

The  Sea  Uroee  EeangelicaJ  Congress. 

Adjournment. 

Adjourned  to  meet  in  1876,  at  the  call  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  Closed  with  Prayer  and  the  Doxology. 

J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  President. 

By  the  Executive  Committee. 
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ACTION  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Executive  Committee  iippointed  by  the  Sea  Geove  Evan¬ 
gelical  Congress,  met  on  Snturdiiy  evening,  Augiia^t  28th,  1875, 
and  organized  by  the  election  of  Rev.  J.  E.  Grammer,  D.  D., 
President ;  Rev.  J.  P.  Carter,  ISecretary ;  and  Martin  llnehler, 
Escj.,  Treasurer. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  that  there  should  be  presented  for  the 
deliberation  of  the  next  Congress,  the  following  named  subjects  : 

1.  How  shall  we  preach  most  efficiently  for  the  benefit  of  the 
masses  ? 

2.  The  spiritual  needs  of  the  Colored  People. 

3.  The  Bible  Doctrine  of  Sanctification. 

4.  Modern  Infidelity. 

5.  The  Press,  in  its  civil  and  religions  influences. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  secure  in  the  name  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  speakers  and  essayists  on  these  several  subjects. 

When  the  proposed  arrangements  for  the  next  Congress  shall 
be  completed,  due  notice  of  the  meeting  will  be  given. 

J.  E.  Geammer,  President. 

J.  P.  Carter,  Secretary. 


SABBATH  SERVICES. 

On  Sabbath,  August  29th,  public  worship  was  observed  morn¬ 
ing  and  afternoon  in  the  Pavilion;  and  at  night,  in  the  west 
parlor  of  the  hotel. 

At  the  morning  service.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  B.  White  preached  from 
the  text : 

“Are  not  Abana  and  Pbarpar,  rivers  of  Damascus,  better  than  all  tlie  waters 
of  Israel  V  may  I  not  wash  in  them  and  be  clean  ?  So  he  turned  and  went 
away  in  a  rage. 

And  his  servants  came  near,  and  spake  unto  him  and  said,  My  father, 
if  the  prophet  had  bid  thee  do  some  great  thing  wouldst  thou  not  have  done 
it?  how  mucli  rather  then,  when  he  saith  to  thee.  Wash,  and  be  clean?  ” — 
2  Kings  r :  12,  13. 

In  the  ufternoon,  the  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Dr.  E.  V. 
Gerhart,  who  preached  from  the  text : 

“As  the  living  Father  hath  sent  me,  and  I  live  by  the  Father ;  so  he  that 
eateth  me,  even  he  shall  live  by  me.  This  is  that  bread  which  came  down 
from  heaven  :  not  as  your  fathers  did  eat  manna  and  are  dead :  he  that 
eateth  of  this  bread  shall  live  for  ever.” — John  m:  57,  58. 

The  congregation  then  united  in  celebrating  the  Sacratnent  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper. 

At  night  Rev.  Mr.  A.  B.  Jack,  preached  from  the  text: 

“And  in  this  mountain  shall  the  Lord  of  hosts  make  unto  all  people 
a  feast  of  fat  things,  a  feast  of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow, 
of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined.” — Isaiah  xxv  :  6. 


APPENDIX. 


PROTESTANT  AMERICA. 

BY  REV.  J.  M.  P.  OTTS,  D.  D. 

Wilmingto n,  Delaware. 

When  we  speak  of  Protestant  America  we  mean,  as  it  is  well  imclerstootl, 
the  United  States,  the  great  American  Republic  of  religious  freedom  and 
civil  liberty,  and  not  the  whole  American  Continent.  Since  the  days  of 
Washington  “the  name  of  American,”  as  he  said  in  his  memorable  Fare¬ 
well  Address,  “belongs  to  us  in  our  national  capacity,  and  must  always 
exalt  our  just  pride  of  patriotism,  more  than  any  appellation  derived  from 
merely  local  discriminations.” 

It  is  our  purpose  in  this  essay  to  show  that  the  fundamental  and  primi¬ 
tive  principles  of  all  our  free  republican  institutions,  so  far  as  they  are 
peculiarly  and  distinctively  American,  are  Protestant  in  their  origin  and 
history,  and  in  their  spirit  and  purpose. 

The  two  pillars  that  supiiort  the  whole  fabric  of  our  grand  American  Re¬ 
public,  are  the  principles  of  religious  freedom  and  civil  liberty.  The 
Protestant  idea  of  religious  freedom  is  the  corner-stone  of  our  history. 
It  was  the  motive  that  brought  to  this  country  the  Colonists  from  whom  our 
patriot  fathers  sprang.  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  they  were  driven 
out  from  the  old  world  by  Papal  and  Church  persecutions,  and  sought 
on  these  shores  a  home  for  religious  freedom.  It  is  true  that  the  very 
earliest  settlements  on  this  continent  were  not  made  from  religious  motives, 
but  it  is  also  true  that  most  of  those  earliest  immigrants  perished  in  the  wil¬ 
derness,  and  none  of  them  became  permanent  and  prosperous  till  they  were 
joined  and  sustained  by  those  who  came  over  for  the  sake  of  religious 
freedom.  This  principle  of  religious  freedom,  lying  at  the  very  foundation 
of  our  history  and  of  all  our  free  American  institutions,  is  tlioroughly 
Protestant  and  anti-Papal  in  its  spirit  and  intention.  It  is  true  that 
this  principle,  in  its  application  to  others,  was  only  giadually  developed  in 
the  minds  of  the  Colonists  themselves;  but,  with  them,  it  attained  unto 
its  maturity  and  was  established,  with  the  very  birth  of  the  Republic,  as  one 
of  our  fundamental  American  institutions,  in  the  national  law  of  universal 
religious  toleration. 

In  that  primitive  period  of  our  history,  everything  had  a  Protestant 
origin,  and  the  Papal  Church  in  our  American  Republic  came  in  under  the 
Protestant  principle  of  religious  freedom  and  toleration,  as  one  denomination 
among  others.  It  is  true  that  the  Colony  of  Maryland,  one  of  our  earliest 
settlements,  was  planted  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Lord  Baltimore;  but  even 
that  Colony,  Roman  Catholic  as  it  was  in  its  original  settlement,  does 
not  constitute  so  much  as  even  an  exception  to  what  we  here  say;  as  in 
the  first  place,  it  was  founded  on  the  thoroughlj^  anti-Roman  and  essentially 
Protestant  principle  of  religious  toleration;  and  because,  in  the  second 
place,  the  religious  toleration,  first  promulgated  as  a  law  in  IMaryland, 


20 


was  due,  (as  lias  been  indubitably  established  by  Rev.  Dr,  Neill  of  Manches¬ 
ter  College,)  to  the  preponderance  of  Protestants  as  voters  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  when  it  was  adopted  :  the  Governor  and  two-thirds  of  the  Assembly 
being  Protestants. 

It  was  the  Protestant  principle  of  religious  freedom  that  was  the  motive 
that  gathered  the  fathers  of  our  patriot  fathers  on  these  shores;  and  then 
afterwards,  the  idea  of  an  independent  Republic  of  civil  liberty  originated 
with  them  on  American  soil.  They  did  not  come  over  with  the  thought 
and  intention  of  setting  up  a  separate  and  independent  government  in  this 
new  world.  That  was  an  after-thouglit,  an  idea  and  desire  that  sprang 
up  and  was  gradually  developed  into  a  principle  with  those  who  had  begun 
to  enjoy  the  privileges  and  pleasures  of  religious  freedom.  Civil  liberty  and 
religious  freedom  cannot  exist  long  dissociated.  When  one  comes  in,  the 
other  will  soon  appear  also;  and  when  one  goes  out,  it  will  not  be  long  till 
the  other  will  follow  it.  If  religious  freedom  be  an  inalienable 
right  of  man,  so  also  must  civil  liberty  be  one  of  his  inalienable  rights.  This 
conclusion  is  inevitable ;  and,  therefore,  when  the  great  controversy  was 
forced  upon  our  patriot  fathers,  this  principle  of  civil  liberty  loomed  up 
before  them  as  a  self-evident  truth,  and  was  by  them  made  the  pivot- 
principle  on  which  their  immortal  Declaration  of  American  Independence 
was  made  to  hinge  and  torn.  This  principle  of  civil  liberty  was  the  logical  and 
inevitable  sequence  of  the  enjoyment  of  religious  freedom.  These  two 
principles,  civil  liberty  and  religious  freedom,  which  are  the  foundation 
institutions  on  which  the  whole  superstructure  of  our  American  Republic  is 
erected,  are  essentiaby  Protestant  in  their  origin,  history,  spirit  and  purpose  ; 
and  for  the  defence  and  maintenance  of  all  these  underlying  principles 
we  the  people  and  States  of  this  great  American  Union  have  pledged 
to  each  other  “our  lives,  our  fortunes  and  our  sacred  honor.” 

We  now  advance  to  the  position  that  patriotism  is  devotion  to  a  govern¬ 
ment  in  its  original  ideas  and  principles;  and,  therefore,  true  American 
patriotism  must  be  Protestant  in  its  spirit  and  purposes.  It  must  be  devo¬ 
tion  on  principle  to  our  original  free  republican  institutions,  all  of  which 
are  anti -Papal  and  thoroughly  Protestant  in  their  very  soul  and  animus. 
The  principles  of  Protestantism, — in  the  very  points  in  which  the  Papal  prin¬ 
ciple,  now  openly  and  boastfully  avowed,  of  the  supremacy  of  the  Pope  and 
the  Papacy  over  all  religious  creeds  and  civil  authorities,  is  most  antago¬ 
nistic  to  them, — constitute  the  very  back-bone  and  ribs  of  all  our  American 
institutions.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  no  man  can  be  loyal  to  the  Pope 
and  the  Papacy,  and,  at  the  same  time,  patriotic  and  loyal  to  the  grand 
American  principles  of  religious  freedom  and  civil  liberty. 

Just  in  the  proportion,  therefore,  that  as  any  man  is  a  consistent 
and  thorough -going  Papist  he  can  not  be  a  patriotic  and  loyal  American 
citizen.  No  man  can  at  the  same  time  faithfully  serve  two  masters,  so 
antagonistic  as  the  Papal  Church,  with  its  infallable  Pope  in  supremacy 
over  conscience  and  all  civil  authorities,  and  our  American  Republic  with 
its  civil  liberty  and  religious  freedom  in  supremacy,  as  the  birthright 
of  its  humblest  citizen.  He  must,  if  he  is  an  intelligent  man  and  understands 
his  position,  hate  one  and  cleave  to  the  other.  Whoever  sincerely  and 
pat]/iotically  loves  our  American  institutions  must,  by  the  law  of  consistency, 
hate  the  Papal  principles  and  the  pretentions  of  the  Pope  to  infallibility. 

This  we  say  because  America  is  Protestant — Protestant  in  the  purpose  of 
man  and  in  the  design  of  God,  Protestant : — but  in  the  fundamental  principle 
of  her  free  Protestantism,  she  throws  her  broad  aggis  of  protection,  in  her  law 
of  universal  toleration,  over  all  denominations  and  sects  of  religion,  and 
tolerates  alike  the  Papacy  of  Rome  and  the  Paganism  of  China  within  her 
borders.  But  she  must  see  to  it,  while  tolerating  all,  and  controlling  none, 
that  she  never  allows  any  to  control  her  free  republican  institutions, 
and  that  she  never  allows  herself  by  the  very  law  of  her  universal  toleration, 
to  be  deceived  and  drawn  into  the  fallacy  of  tolerating  intolerance  itself. 
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This  great  American  Republic  was  meant  to  be  Protestant  from  the  very 
beginning,  and  we  have  received  it  as  an  inheritance  to  be  by  us  preserved 
and  perpetuated  to  all  generations  to  come  as  the  home  and  dwelling  place 
of  Protestant  religious  freedom.  And  in  the  great  controversy  with  Rome, 
and  its  pretended  infallibility  as  uoav  developed  into  Vaticanism,  we  must 
stand  stiffly  by  the  standards  of  our  imperial  liberty  and  impartial  laws, 
and  guarantee  to  the  priests,  bishops,  cardinals,  and  the  Pope  himself,  if 
he  be  pleased  to  come,  the  general  rights  and  privileges  of  other  American 
citizens,  and  no  more.  It  is  the  American  principle  towards  all  denomina¬ 
tions  of  religion  to  control  none,  and  not  to  be  controlled  by  any  ;  to  protect 
all,  and  to  aid  none. 

We  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  fall  into  the  delusion  of  imagining 
that  the  Papacy  can  be  one  thing  in  America  and  another  thing  in  Ger¬ 
many  or  Spain.  It  is  the  boast  of  Romanism  that  it  is  always  and  every¬ 
where  the  same,  eternally  the  same  and  unalterable.  On  this  point  we  must 
not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  deluded.  The  Papacy  of  to-day  is  Jesuitical  from 
centre  to  circumference,  and  her  masterly  policy  is  to  pretend  to  love  with 
a  peculiar  devotion  those  very  institutions  which  she  intends  to  destroy. 
The  Church  of  the  Inquisition  can  never  be  the  admirer  and  supporter 
of  civil  liberty  and  religious  freedom.  -The  Pope  with  his  rag-paper  and 
black-ink  infallibility,  with  his  pretensions  of  supremacy  over  all  civil 
authorities,  condemns  and  denounces  the  very  corner-stone  of  our  American 
Republic — the  liberty  of  conscience, — and  the  very  crown  of  glory  to  our 
republican  institutions — the  freedom  of  the  Press,— and  the  very  soul 
and  principle  of  continuous  life  in  our  free  and  independent  systen  of 
government — the  xlmerican  system  of  free  public  schools.  When  Roman 
Catholics  praise  our  free  republican  institutions  we  know  that  they  are  not 
sincere,  because,  if  sincere,  they  cannot  be  consistent  Catholics,  and  loyal  to 
the  Pope  and  the  designs  of  the  Papacy,  as  it  comes  into  conflict  with 
our  American  institutions.  It  is  the  policy  of  Romanism  “to  stoop  to 
conquer.”  It  has  been  said,  often  since  1864,  by  high  Papal  authorities, 
“that  the  Church  must  observe  for  a  time  a  prudent  economy  in  those  countries 
where  Protestantism  is  in  the  ascendancy,  and  must  so  far  take  an  account 
of  circumstances  and  accomplished  facts,  as,  without  any  modification  of  her 
princifiles,  to  pay  a  certain  external  deference  to  them.”  Thus  we  see, 
on  their  own  avowal,  that  submission  unto,  or  even  praise  of,  our  free  insti¬ 
tutions,  is  only  provisional,  and  simply  means  that  the  Papal  Church  in  our 
Protestant  land  is  only  “abiding  her  "time  and  waiting  for  her  opportunity 
to  strike ;  ”  and  that,  too,  with  the  boast  that  she  is  eternal  and  can  afford 
to  wait.  As  soon  as  the  situation  changes,  and  there  is  a  hope  of  contend¬ 
ing  successfully  against  free  laws,  then  the  attitude  of  her  cardinals,  bishops 
and  priests  will  also  change.  The  court  of  Rome  and  the  Jesuits  teach  that 
every  oath  taken  to  a  constitution  in  general,  or  to  particular  laws,  loses  its 
force  and  binding  power  at  the  will  and  word  of  the  Pope,  whenever  he 
pleases  to  so  order.  The  oft-quoted  saying  of  the  Apostle,  that  we  must 
obey  God  rather  than  man,  means,  in  the  Papal  dialect,  that  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  must  obey  the  Pope,  who  is  held  to  be  the  infallible  representative 
of  God  on  earth,  rather  than  any  civil  authority  or  laws.  This  shows 
the  bearing  of  Papal  principles  upon  our  free  American  institutions.  It  is 
a  fact,  that  every  Roman  Catholic  cardinal  and  bishop — and  one  high  in 
authority,  adds,  every  teacher  in  the  Church — takes  an  oath,  “to  maintain, 
defend,  increase,  and  advance  the  rights,  privileges,  authority  and  honor 
of  our  Lord  the  Pope.”  Just  so  surely  as  the  President,  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  and  our  representatives  in  Congress,  and  the  generals  and  all  their 
subordinates  in  command  of  our  armies,  would  violate  their  oaths  of  office, 
were  they  to  fail  to  wield  all  the  influences  under  their  control  for  the 
support  of  the  supremacy  of  our  constitution ;  so  surely  would  Cardinal 
McCloskey,  all  his  arch-bishops,  bishops  and  priests,  violate  their  sworn 
obligations  to  the  Pope  and  the  Papal  Church,  were  they  to  fail  to  wield 
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steadily  and  persistently  all  the  Catholic  institutions,  and  all  the  Catholic 
population  in  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  will  and 
authority  of  their  “Lord  the  Pope”  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  anything 
in  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  contrary  notwith¬ 
standing.  Papal  principles  mean  opposition  to  all  our  free  American 
institutions,  for  the  present,  steadily  and  persistently  pushed  forward  in 
secret  and  by  intrigue;  but,  if  the  time  should  ever  come,  they  will  be 
openly  avowed  and  defended  by  the  sword.  At  the  conferring  of  the 
berretta  on  John  McCloskey,  constituting  him  a  Cardinal  and  Prince  in 
Protestant  and  republican  America,  nothing  could  be  finer  and  fairer  than 
his  own  declaration  of  the  attachment  of  Roman  Catholics  to  American 
institutions.  But  will  the  American  people  be  deluded  by  such  plausible 
pretences,  when  we  know  that,  if  they  were  sincere,  they  were  inconsistent 
with,  and  in  contradiction  to,  the  oath  of  supreme  allegiance  to  the  Pope 
and  the  Papacy  which  he  that  day  took  upon  himself?  Are  we  to  believe 
him  when  he  swears  allegiance  to  the  Pope  as  to  his  Lord  ?  or  when  he 
professes  devotion  to  our  Protestant  American  institutions  ?  He  cannot 
serve  both  these  masters  ;  and  which  do  you  think  he  is  going  to  serve  with 
his  heart  and  his  hand,  and,  if  needs  be,  with  his  sword?  Who  stood 
by  his  side  on  that  memorable  day — beside  the  throne  of  this  most  Christian 
Prince?  An  Italian  nobleman  in  the  uniform  of  the  Papal  Guards — a  soldier 
with  a  sword  dangling  at  his  belt.  Do  Americans  know  what  use  St. 
Peter  and  his  American  Cardinal  may  have  for  a  sword  ?  Does  that  sword 
represent  one  thing  in  New  York  and  another  thing  in  Rome  ?  Is  it 
not  the  same  sword  that  St.  Peter  used  in  the  Inquisition?  That  sword 
is  not  in  its  sheath  except  when  a  stronger  sword  puts  it  there. 

It  would  be  a  piece  of  monstrous  stupidity  on  the  part  of  the  American 
people  not  to  calculate  the  direction  and  force  of  a  system,  such  as  the 
Papal  Hierarchy  of  to-day  is,  which  lodges  the  supreme  power  of  all 
Christendom  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  and  makes  that  one  supreme  over  all 
kings  and  potentates,  and  makes  every  cardinal  and  bishop  and  priest  his 
most  devout  and  obedient  subaltern.  But  for  one,  I  do  not  fear  that  ulti¬ 
mate  success  will  crown  the  insidious  and  persistent  attempts  of  the  Pope 
and  his  emissaries  to  pervert,  to  undermine  and  to  overthrow  our  free 
Protestant  American  institutions.  I  fear  it  not,  because  Americans  are  not 
ignorant  of  these  designs  of  Romanism,  and  when  there  is  any  danger 
threatening  our  glorious  American  institutions,  Americaus  will  rally  and 
rush  to  the  rescue.  This  is  a  Protestant  country,  and  the  American  people 
will  preserve  and  perpetuate  it  as  such  to  the  end  of  time.  America 
can  never  go  backwards  in  history.  Here  only  in  Protestant  America, 
with  her  enormus  vital  energies,  her  devotion  to  liberty,  her  ability  to  make 
sacrifices,  and  her  bold  enterprising  spirit,  will  the  Reformation  find  a  field 
rich  enough  and  broad  enough  for  it  to  be  developed  into  all  the  maturity 
of  its  principles  and  all  the  fullness  of  its  blessing  to  the  world. 

As  the  final  and  grand  result  of  Church  history  in  Protestant  America 
we  verily  believe,  that  there  shall  finally  arise,  out  of  the  Phronix  ashes 
of  all  denominations  and  sects,  the  Church  universal — not  the  Roman 
Catholic, — but  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  the  glorious  Bride  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  the  God-man  Saviour  of  the  world. 

CHRISTIAN  UNION. 

BY  KEV.  ALFBED  NEVIN,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  voice  of  one,  eighteen  centuries  ago,  cried  to  Israel,  waiting  in  the 
wilderness,  “Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord.”  The  voice  of  Providence 
cries  in  our  day,  “Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Holy  Ghost;”  “Receive 
ye  one  another,  as  Christ  also  received  you.”  The  union  of  Evangelical 
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Christians,  in  other  words,  of  all  who  hold  and  advocate  the  doctrines  of 
salvation  by  grace,  through  faith  in  the  merit  of  the  righteousness  and  blood 
of  a  Divine  Saviour,  a  faith  which  worketh  by  love  under  the  renewing 
influence  of  the  Hol}^  Spirit :  this,  beyond  all  question,  is  the  great  problem 
presented  to  the  Christian  world  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Christian  union,  in  our  solemn  judgment,  demands  that  every  Church  shall 
admit  to  its  communion  all  who  give  credible  evidence  that  they  are  dis¬ 
ciples  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  why  should  not  this  be  done?  Why 
should  not  followers  of  the  Redeemer  show  their  love  for  one  another  in 
partaking  of  the  Lord’s  Supper?  In  what  capacity  do  we  take  our  place 
there  ?  Is  it  as  fellow  Presl)yterians,  or  fellow  Episcopalians,  or  fellow 
Baptists?  Is  it  not  rather  as  fellow  believers,  fellow  disciples,  fellow 
Christians.  The  holy  Eucharist,  it  should  be  remembered,  does  not  belong 
exclusively  to  any  particular  denomination.  It  is  the  Lord's  table.  How , 
then,  can  any  one  branch  of  the  Church  consider  itself  entitled  to  shut 
the  door  of  admission  to  that  table  against  any  whom  there  is  any  reason 
to  believe,  the  Divine  Master  would  Himself  receive.  How  can  it  be  for 
a  moment  doubted,  that  all  who  are  “of  one  heart  and  one  soul,”  in  regard 
to  the  essential  articles  of  evangelical  truth,  and  who  give  evidence  of  their 
attachment  to  those  blessed  truths  by  “a  conversation  as  it  becometh  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,” — should  welcome  one  another  to  a  joint  participation 
of  the  symbols  of  the  same  broken  body  and  the  same  shed  blood,  which 
are  the  objects  of  their  common  faith,  the  ground  of  their  common  hope,  the 
charter  of  their  common  freedom,  and  the  spring  of  their  common  holiness 
and  their  common  joy  ?  Look  at  the  catholic  spirit  which  was  breathed 
by  the  large-hearted  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  when,  in  writing  to  “the  saints 
who  were  at  Ephesus,  and  the  faithful  in  Christ  Jesus,” — expanding  his 
affections,  and  teaching  them  to  expand  theirs,  beyond  the  little  circle 
of  their  own  immediate  fellowship,  to  the  whole  “household  of  faith” — 
he  prayed,  “Grace  be  with  all  them  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in 
sincerit}^ !  ”  How  would  Paul  have  delighted  in  personal  fellowship  with 
each,  and  in  collective  fellowship  with  all  whom  he  thus  designates !  And 
why  should  not  his  spirit  be  ours  ? 

Another  essential  feature  of  Christion  union  is  ministerial  fellowship. 
As  the  conduct  of  Christ  constitutes  our  model  in  reference  to  the  ordinary 
members  of  the  Church,  so  should  it  constitute  our  model  in  relation  to  office¬ 
bearers  in  the  Church.  Those  Avhom  He  acknowledges,  we  should  recog¬ 
nise.  It  is  the  direction  of  Paul  to  his  son  Timothy.  “The  things  thou 
hast  heard  of  me  among  many  witnesses,  the  same  commit  thou  to  faithful 
men,  who  shall  be  able  to  teach  others  also.”  Thus  it  appears  there  are  two 
qualifications  specified  as  indispensable  to  a  Christian  minister — piety 
and  ability.  He  must  be  “a  faithful  man,”  he  must  be  a  believer,  and  he 
must-have  correct  and  enlarged  views  of  “the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,” 
together  with  a  capacity  and  a  disposition  to  communicate  instruction,  so  as 
to  be  “able  to  teach  others  also.”  In  judging  of  the  reality  and  the  degree 
of  these  indispensable  requisites,  there  is  room,  of  course,  for  a  considerable 
diversity  of  opinion.  If,  however,  it  is  ascertained  by  us,  either  from  personal 
knowlege,  or  competent  testimony,  that  anj’-  minister  belonging  to  another 
department  of  the  Christian  Church,  possesses  undoubtedly  these  qualifica¬ 
tions,  we  cannot  greatly  err  in  acknowledging  him,  but  we  may,  and  we  do, 
greatly  err  in  refusing  to  acknowledge  him  as  “a  servant  of  Christ,”  even 
though  he  should  dissent  from  us  on  many  points  of  ecclesiastical  polity, 
and  even  on  the  minor  details  of  Christian  doctrine.  Surely  there  is  some 
thing  unnatural  in  refusing  to  acknowledge,  as  servants  of  Christ,  and 
ministers  of  His  Word,  persons  who  are  evidently  accredited  by  Christ 
Himself. 

A  third  essential  feature  of  Christian  union  is  a  representative  assembly. 
Clerical  and  Lay,  to  meet  at  stated  periods  for  consultation,  supervision  and 
direction,  in  regard  to  the  interests  of  religion  in  the  various  denominations 
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reptesented.  By  this,  it  is  not  proposed  that  there  shall  be  interference 
with  any  form  of  government  or  worship ;  but  that  each  denomination 
should  be  left,  as  now,  to  determine  these  matters  for  itself.  Well  assured 
we  are,  that  with  such  an  arrangement,  the  divisions  of  the  Church  would 
be  almost  entirely  healed,  and  her  unity  re-established.  There  would  still 
be  denominations,  but  whatever  is  malignant  and  hurtful  in  such 
divisions  would  be  exterminated.  It  could  not  perhaps  be  said  that  “there 
were  no  longer  Greek  and  Jew,  circumcision  and  uncircumcision,  barbarian 
and  Scythian,  bond  and  free ;  ”  but  it  might  be  said  that  “they  were  all  one 
in  Christ  Jesus and  that  “Christ  was  all,  and  in  all.”  There  would  still  be 
the  Episcopalian,  the  Presbyterian,  the  Lutheran,  the  Congregationalist,  the 
Baptist,  and  the  Methodist ;  but  they  would  be  perceived  to  belong  to  one 
heavenly  community,  and  would  be  separated  by  a  distinct  line  of  demarca¬ 
tion  from  “the  world  of  the  ungodly.”  Amid  complexional  differences, 
which  would  impart  to  them  variety  and  beauty  rather  than  deformity,  they 
would  exhibit  conspicuously  a  family  likeness,  and  the  influence  of  their 
common  Christianity,  though  slightly  modified  by  their  individual  peculiari¬ 
ties,  would  be  unequivocally  stamped  on  them  all, — 

“Varied  in  all,  and  yet  in  all  the  same.” 

What  has  been  said  in  reference  to  the  worshippers  in  the  celestial  sanctu¬ 
ary,  and  will  be  fully  realized  only  in  them,  would  thus  be  in  no  small  degree 
exemplified  also,  in  the  worshippers  on  earth, — 

“Ten  thousand,  thousand  are  their  tongues. 

But  all  their  hearts  are  one.” 

I  can  only  indicate,  without  expansion,  one  or  two  reasons  for  Christian 
union. 

It  is  required  by  our  Lord’s  prayer,  (John,  xvii,  21,)  “which,”  as  the  great 
Chalmers  says,  “was  for  the  establishment  not  only  of  such  a  zeal,  but 
of  such  an  ostensible  unity  among  Christians  as  could  be  seen  by  the  world, 
and  as  might  lead  the  world  to  believe  in  the  mission  of  our  Saviour.” 

The  Church  is  weakened  by  division.  The  maxim  of  the  Church’s 
enemy  hitherto  has  been,  “divide  and  weaken and  the  policy  has  been  oft, 
alas  1  but  too  successful.  The  story  of  Bessarion  exhorting  the  Christian 
princes  to  join  against  the  Turks,  which  Melancthon  borrows  in  one  of  his  epis¬ 
tles,  and  applies  to  the  schismatics  of  his  day,  is  still  as  appropriate  as  ever. 
“There  was  a  war  between  the  wolves  and  the  dogs.  Tidings  were  brought 
to  the  wolves  that  there  was  a  large  army  of  dogs  coming  against  them 
to  tear  them  in  pieces.  The  wolves  sent  out  an  old  and  cunning  wolf 
to  survey  them,  and  act  the  part  of  a  scout.  On  his  i  eturn,  he  told  them 
that  there  was  indeed  a  great  company  of  dogs  coming.  They  were  far 
more  numerous  than  themselves,  but  they  need  not  fear,  for  he  perceived 
they  were  of  different  colors.  On  hearing  this,  the  wolves  did  not  regard 
them,  accounting  it  an  easy  matter  to  deal  with  those  who  were  so  dissimi¬ 
lar  among  themselves.”  A  divided  Church  is  a  weak  Church,  and  this 
is  a  point  y^ell  worth  considering,  as  we  see  the  Papists  putting  forth  pro¬ 
digious  efforts,  and  their  schools  and  colleges,  their  chapels  and  cathedrals, 
their  monasteries  and  convents,  everywhere  increasing.  The  reunion  of 
Protestants  would  fill  the  Papists  with  dismay,  and  would  be  a  death-blow  to 
their  policy. 

It  is  high  time  for  God’s  dear  people,  instead  of  searching  for  reasons 
to  justify  them  in  keeping  apart,  to  awake  to  the  folly,  mingled  with  guilt, 
of  magnifying  the  separating  bars  between  them,  while  they  are  minifying 
the  bands  which  should  make  them  cohere.  It  is  high  time  for  them 
to  yield  more,  in  a  spiritual  sense,  to  the  centripetal,  and  less  to  the  centri¬ 
fugal  force  which  is  bearing  upon  them;  and  thus,  approximating  their 
common  centre,  they  would  come  nearer  to  one  another.  What  the  Church 
now  needs  mainly,  is  more  of  its  proper  life  and  essence— love.  It  is  too 
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much  drawn  by  tvwx,  and  too  little  attracted  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  great  Per¬ 
sonal  Saviour,  the  Head  of  the  Church,  and  the  central  Ixuid  of  tiis  people. 
“By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  love  one  another.” 
Sad,  indeed,  is  the  condition  of  those  who  are  satisfied  with  the  exi^ting 
divisions  in  the  body  of  Christ.  Well  may  they  examine  whether  they  ;ire 
not  building  “wood,  hay,  and  stubble,”  instead  of  “gold,  silver,  anil  precious 
stones.”  “He  has  not  the  love  of  God,”  says  Augustine,  “who  does  not  seek 
the  unity  of  the  C..urch.”  “1  can  as  willingly  be  a  martyr  for  Love,”  says 
Baxter,  “as  for  any  article  of  the  Creed.”  “The  union  of  all  true  Christians,” 
says  D’Aubigne,  “that  is  the  Refoi  ination  of  the  Nineteenth  Century.” 

CHRISTIAN  UNION. 

BY  REV.  A.  W.  PITZER. 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 

We  have  been  often  told  that  Protestantism  is  a  failure, — that  there  are  so 
many  divisions  in  the  ranks  of  Protestant  Christianity  that  it  accomplishes 
nothing.  I  think  there  are  some  things  in  the  way  of  simple  facts,  that 
it  would  be  well  for  us  to  look  at  in  replj'  to  this  assertion. 

Take  the  matter  of  the  publication  and  circulation  of  God’s  Word, 
that  l)ook  which  C3ntains  all  the  great  facts  and  truths  needful  for  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  men,  the  book  which  is  t  he  corner-stone  of  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Since  the  formation  of  the  British  and  American  Bible  Societies, 
the  former  in  1804,  and  the  latter  in  1816,  all  Chi  istians  of  every  name  and 
denomination  have  been  engaged  in  circulating  this  book, — so  that  if 
the  entire  population  of  the  globe  were  grouped  together  to-day,  ten 
to  each  family,  there  would  have  been  Bibles  enough  to  furnish  each  family 
with  a  copy.  Is  not  this  Christian  union  ? 

Then  we  have  those  great  Societies,  the  American  Tract  Society,  and 
the  American  Sunday  School  Union,  publishing  millions  of  pages.  This  too 
is  a  mark  of  ihe  unitj'  of  the  Church  of  God.  They  are  lines  all  going 
in  one  direction.  Take  these  union  prayer  meetings  that  have  been  held 
all  over  the  world,  w  heie  Christians  of  every  name  and  denomination  meet 
together  in  the  name  of  one  common  Lord,  taught  by  one  Spirit,  and  in 
their  petitions  bringing  out  the  same  desires.  Have  you  forgotten  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  where  there  was  oue  common  tidal  wave 
of  Christian  feeling  pulsating  through  every  heart  ?  Is  it  not  known 
to  you  that  in  the  last  month  a  great  Presb3'terian  Alliance  has  been  held  in 
Loudon,  representing  a  constituency  of  20  millions  of  Christians? 

There  is  another  thing  which  we  do  well  to  remember.  If  you  will  take 
the  trouble  to  examine  the  creeds  of  the  Evangelical  Churches  here  repre- 
seuied,  the  creeds  that  have  been  crystalized  through  generations,  in  the 
providence  of  God, — in  which  Christian  men,  led  by  the  Hoi}'  Ghost,  have 
formulated  Christian  doctrine, — you  will  find  that  with  reference  to  all  the 
great  truths  of  Godliness,  there  is  in  these  creeds  a  substantial  agreement. 
All  of  these  standards  of  doctrinal  truth  agree  in  all  the  great  essential  doc¬ 
trines  of  salvation. 

But  the  question  arises  just  here,  what  is  the  limit  of  Christian  brother¬ 
hood  ?  Who  are  to  be  included  within  the  line  which  we  call  Evangelical  ? 
I  believe  in  having  a  line,  and  I  would  have  preferred  that  in  adopting  their 
formula  of  Chrisrian  doctrine,  the  Evangelical  Alliance  had  said,  ^ve  do, 
instead  of  we  do  not  adopt  this  as  defining  the  limit  of  Christian  brotherhood. 

Now  in  reference  to  tins  line  there  is  this  limit.  Suppose  a  man  should 
say  that  he  denies  the  divinity  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, — does  not  this 
denial  in  itself  exclude  him  from  the  pale  of  Evangelical  Christianity  ?  So 
we  might  go  through  with  that  system  of  doctrinal  statements  made  in  the 
Evangelical  Alliance,  the  sinfulness  of  man,  the  depravity  of  human  nature. 


the  tloctriue  of  Justification  by  faith  alone,  that  article  of  a  standing  or 
falling  Church,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Word  of  God.  If  a  man  denies 
the  binding  su]n’emacy  of  this  book,  tlie  denial  of  this  excludes  him,  by  his 
own  act,  from  the  limits  of  the  Cliristiau  brotherliood. 

Let  us  ask,  what  constitutes  Christian  unity  ?  Christian  unity  is  some¬ 
thing  not  outw^ard,  but  inward.  It  is  not  aggregated  unity.  Let  me 
illustrate  this  statement.  This  pavilion  is  an  aggregated  unity.  It  is  made 
up  of  roofs,  beams,  seats,  &c.  It  is  held  together  by  nails,  props,  supports, 
mortises.  Take  these  away,  and  it  falls  to  the  ground. 

Look  at  the  tree.  There  we  see,  not  aggregated,  but  organic  unity. 
There  may  be  differences  in  the  size  of  the  limbs,  in  the  size  of  the  leaves, 
the  color  of  the  bark,  but  there  is  organic  unity  tliroughout,  in  the  life  that 
pervades  the  whole  tree.  So  I  believe  the  unity  of  the  Church  of  God 
is  not  an  aggregated  unity.  It  is  not  the  uniformity  held  by  the  Papacy,  but 
a  unity  which  grows  out  of  the  living  principle  of  faith. 

Christ  himself  teaches  this  when  he  says :  “I  am  the  Vine,  ye  are  the 
branches.”  The  Apostle  Paul,  in  the  1st  Epistle  to  tlie  Corinthians,  teaches 
this  great  truth,  comparing  the  Church  of  God  to  a  human  body,  with 
limbs,  eyes,  hands,  &c.,  yet  with  all  these  there  is  but  one  body.  So  with 
the  Church. 

If  any  one  should  ask  me  if  this  internal,  spiritual,  organic  unity  be 
true  as  stated,  then  why  should  not  all  these  bodies  of  orthodox  Christians — 
I  like  that  old  word  orthodox — homologate,  and  fuse,  and  make  one  mam¬ 
moth  corporation ;  I  answer,  1st.  Why  was  it,  when  God  brought  his  people 
up  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt,  to  be  carried  over  into  Canaan,  bringing 
them  all  up  as  one  nation,  he  made  the  division  into  twelve  tribes,  each 
tribe  having  its  place  in  the  army,  and  having  its  alloted  place  in  the 
holy  land  V  And  then,  when  the  land  was  divided,  it  was  by  tribes  and 
families.  If  you  take  up  the  Revelation  of  St.  Jolin,  you  find,  in  the  vision  of 
the  gathered  Church  in  heaven,  there  were  12,000  for  each  tribe, — 144,000  of 
the  Children  of  Israel. 

Tim  truth  of  God  Almighty,  revealed  unto  salvation,  is  very  large  and 
many-sided.  Suppose  we  could  all  go  this  evening  to  some  eminence, 
and  look  out  upon  the  same  landscape.  Would  not  one  feature  in  the  land¬ 
scape  impress  you,  while  another  feature  would  more  impress  another 
spectator  ?  So  Christianity,  with  its  many-sided  truths,  makes  ditferent  im¬ 
pressions  upon  ditferent  minds.  All  the  theology  of  Martin  Luther  was 
centered  in  the  doctrine  of  Justification  by  faith;  all  clustered  around  that. 

The  Christian  host  is  like  an  army.  You  understand  there  is  a  process 
of  organization  to  be  accomplished.  The  general  may  recpiire  weeks 
and  months,  and  even  years  thoroughly  to  organize  an  army.  There  are 
various  branches  of  the  service;  the  picket  guard,  the  infantry,  the  cavalry, 
and  the  artillery.  But  it  is  all  one  army.  Thus  the  Great  Captain  of  our 
[Salvation,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  has  been  organizing  this  army  of  his, 
through  all  the  generations.  We  have  the  Lutheran  part  of  the  army, 
the  Calvinistic  part,  the  Methodist,  and  the  Episcopal  part,  and  so  on,  all 
parts  of  the  great  host  of  the  Lord. 

A  third  answer  to  the  question  is  this.  Even  in  the  prayer  of  Christ, 
so  frequently  quoted,  “that  they  all  may  be  one,  even  as  we  are  one,"  is  a 
thought  that  bears  upon  this  question.  What  is  the  mode  of  the  divine 
existence  ?  There  is  a  trinity  of  persons,  yet  a  oneness  of  substance  and 
purpose.  So  there  is  one  life  that  pervades  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  a 
life  that  comes  down  from  the  risen  Redeemer,  manifesting  itself  in  ditferent 
foims. 

The  question  will  be  asked,  how  are  we  to  advance  Christian  unity  ?  And  I 
suppose  this  is  tlie  real  question  before  us. 

I  answer,  first,  we  are  to  advance  Christian  unity  by  each  one  coming 
nearer  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  If  I  should  describe  a  circle,  by  way 
of  illustration,  and  should  say  that  the  centre  represents  the  place  occupied 
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by  Christ,  then  let  the  circiiinference  indicate  the  place  of  Christians  of 
diflerent  denominations.  The  Baptist  says  to  the  Presbyterian,  “yon  come 
over  here and  the  Methodist  says  to  the  Episcopalian,  “you  come  over 
here.”  By  changing  their  positions  on  the  circumference  they  get  no  nearer 
Christ.  But  the  nearer  we  come  to  the  centre,  just  so  much  we  come 
nearer  to  one  another.  This  is  the  best  way  of  promoting  Christian  unity, 
by  each  trying  to  come  nearer  to  Christ.  Just  as  the  sun  in  the  heavens  is 
the  centre  of  attraction  to  the  planetary  system,  so  we  are  revolving  around 
Him,  as  the  Sun  of  Righteousness. 

Again,  Christian  unity  would  be  promoted  by  a  recognition  of  the  colors 
of  every  division,  and  every  department,  and  every  arm  of  the  service.  If 
the  cavalry  should  go  charging  into  the  infantry,  and  the  artillery  should 
fire  into  the  cavalry,  there  will  be  trouble  in  the  army.  But  let  the  cavalry 
recognize  the  colors  of  the  artillery,  and  the  artillery  man  the  colors  of 
the  infantry,  then  all  will  be  right. 

I  think  it  will  be  a  glorious  day  for  the  world  when  all  parts 
of  this  Christian  army  shall  recognize  the  sacraments  and  the  ministry 
of  every  part  of  the  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  would  not  force 
this  question  upon  any  man’s  conscience,  but  I  believe  it  would  be  a  glori¬ 
ous  day  when  each  recognizes  the  ordination,  the  ministry,  the  sacraments, 
and  the  certificates  of  membership  of  any  Church,  known  as  an  Evangelical 
Church  of  Christ. 

Finally,  I  believe  that  every'  man,  in  his  lot,  ought  to  go  to  work, 
and  “build  the  wall  over  against  his  house.”  I  have  heard  a  good  deal  said 
and  said  lightly,  to  this  effect, — “we  don’t  know  whether  we  are  Presbyterians, 
Baptists,  or  Congregationalists.  We  are  union  Christians.”  Christian 
brethren,  it  is  one  of  my  profoundest  convictions  that  I  have  adopted 
the  doctrines  and  polity  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  because 
I  believe  them  to  be  nearer  the  Word  of  God  than  any  other.  And  I  believe 
the  Baptists,  Episcopalians,  the  Methodists,  and  the  others,  have  similar  con¬ 
victions  in  regard  to  their  own  doctrines  and  polity.  When  Nehemiah  went 
up  to  rebuild  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  after  the  captivity,  things  were  in 
a  grievous  condition.  But  the  record  tells  us  that  every  man  built  the  wall 
over  against  his  own  house,  and  in  fifty-two  days  the  children  of  God 
looked  out,  and  the  wall  was  built.  Let  each  one  of  tlie  Christian  denomi¬ 
nations  do  the  work  that  has  been  given  it  to  do,  and  we  shall  build 
up  the  whole  wall,  as  in  our  fidelity  we  build  up  the  part  of  the  wall 
over  against  us. 

ON  THE  SUPPRESSION  OE  INTEMPERANCE. 

BY  REV.  DR.  SAMUEL  R.  FISHER, 

PliiladGlpliia^  Fa. 

In  the  past,  a  variety  of  expedients  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  checking,  and,  if  possible,  entirely  suppressing  the  evils  of  intemperance. 
A  very  active  campaign  against  them  was  commenced  in  this  country, 
at  the  opening  of  the  second  quarter  of  the  present  century ;  the  subject 
was  discussed  to  some  extent,  in  the  pulpit,  but  more  generally  and  exten¬ 
sively  in  the  promiscuous  public  assembly.  Temperance  associations  were 
organized,  the  members  of  which  pledged  themselves  to  abstain  from  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  and  to  use  their  influence  and 
efforts  to  prevail  upon  others  to  adopt  and  practice  the  same  principle. 

Whilst  it  was  sought  to  enlist  all  persons  of  every  age  and  rank  in  society, 
in  this  general  movement,  the  appliances  used  were  brought  to  bear  especi¬ 
ally  upon  the  young.  This  was  based  upon  the  principle,  that,  if  habits 
of  temperance  can  be  generally  insured  in  the  young,  intemperance  itself, 
with  all  its  attendant  evils,  must  necessarily  pass  away  with  the  disappear¬ 
ance  of  the  present  generation  of  drunkards ;  the  correctness  of  which 
principle,  could  not  be  called  in  question. 
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After  some  time,  hopes  seemed  to  be  entertained  ft»r  the  habitually 
intemperate  themselves.  Hence,  special  agencies  were  employed  to  reach 
them  as  a  class.  As  a  consequence,  we  had  what  was  technically  known  as 
the  “Washingtonian”  movement,  which  spread  with  great  rapidity  and 
power  over  the  whole  land.  A  vast  amount  of  present  good  seemed  to 
result,  and  the  probabilities  are,  had  the  movement  been  kept  under  proper 
check,  it  would  have  been  attended  with  powerful  permanent  results.  It, 
however,  eventually  came  to  assume  an  attitude  not  only  avowedly  outside 
of  the  Church,  but  frequently  in  direct  antagonism  to  this  divine  moral  insti¬ 
tution.  As  a  necessary  consequence,  after  a  brief  existence,  it  passed  into 
merited  oblivion. 

This  was  followed  by  the  organization  of  the  “Order  of  Sons  of  Temper¬ 
ance,”  which  obtained  an  extensive  sway  in  a  sliort  period,  and  maintained 
it  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  As,  however,  the  organization  had 
thrown  around  it  the  mysterious  element  of  secrecy,  and  by  its  very  nature 
as  a  beneficial  association,  was  limited  in  its  ability  to  reach  the  masses, 
it  gradually  became  shorn  of  its  popularity  and  power  as  a  Temperance 
agency,  until  its  existence  has  become  merely  nominal,  so  far  at  least 
as  its  influence  upon  the  suppression  of  intemperance  is  concerned. 

Subsequent  to  this,  we  have  had  what  is  called  the  “Local  Option”  move¬ 
ment,  which,  under  various  modifications,  has  perpetuated  itself  to  the 
present  day,  and  with  many  is  still  in  more  or  less  favor. 

Other  agencies  of  a  special  nature  have  also  been,  at  different  times,  called 
into  existence  for  the  suppression  of  the  evils  of  intemperance,  which, 
for  the  time,  seemed  to  some  to  be  the  “great  power  of  God,”  for  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  the  end  in  view.  They,  however,  had  their  fitful  season 
and  limited  sphere  of  excitement,  and  then  passed  gradually  out  of  sight. 
I  need  not  name  these  episodical  occurrences,  as  they  are  fresh  in  the 
memory  of  the  present  generation. 

That  a  vast  amount  of  good  has  been  accomplished  through  the  various 
agencies  employed  for  the  suppression  of  the  evils  of  intemperance,  since 
the  first  campaign  movement  against  them  commenced,  cannot  be  denied. 
Were  it  necessary  and  did  time  and  circumstances  permit,  any  amount 
of  facts  to  substantiate  this  assertion,  could  be  aclduced.  I  must  be 
allowed,  however,  the  privilege  of  giving  it  as  my  deliberate  opinion,  that 
but  little  if  any  real  advance  ground  has  been  attained  by  the  friends 
of  Temperance,  against  the  deadly  evil,  beA’ond  that  reached  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  their  operations,  as  these  have  been  briefly  detailed. 

All  seemed  to  be  moving  forward  harmoniously,  and  successfully,  until  a 
movement  was,  as  I  think,  very  unfortunately  as  well  as  unwisely  inaugu¬ 
rated,  which  changed  the  whole  mode  of  operation,  and  fastened  unwieldy 
clogs  upon  the  triumphant  car  of  the  Temperance  cause,  which  could 
not  fail  to  retard,  if  not  wholly  impede  its  progress.  Reference  is  here  had 
to  the  introduction  of  the  subject  into  the  direct  sphere  of  politics,  through 
what  is  known  as  the  “Local  Option”  movement. 

From  the  very  start,  I  thought  I  saw  in  this  movement  a  deadly  foe 
to  the  object,  which  lay  near  my  heart  as  a  friend  of  Temperance,  and 
for  the  success  of  which  I  long  had  prayed,  and  most  earnestly  labored,  and 
that  in  the  exercise  of  more  or  less  self-denial,  and  not  unfrequently  in 
the  face  of  decided  opposition.  I  felt  alarmed,  and  endeavored  to  impart  my 
fears  to  other  friends  of  the  cause  of  Temperance  by  whom  I  was  surrounded, 
and  was  successful  in  keeping  back  the  movement  for  a  year  or  longer, 
in  the  district  in  which  I  tlieu  resided.  The  movement,  however,  sub¬ 
sequently  went  forward,  and  eventually  became  general. 

It  was  not  long  before  my  worst  fears  were  fully  realized.  The  pulpit 
pretty  generally  ceased  to  sound  the  alarm.  The  movements  among  the 
young  of  a  specific  character,  to  a  large  extent,  came  to  an  end.  Legisla¬ 
tion,  in  the  shape  of  Local  Option  laws,  formed  the  grand  panacea  for 
the  evils  of  intemperance,  to  the  employment  of  which  the  friends  of  Tern- 
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peraoce  looked  forward  with  buoyant  hope,  and  all  their  eneii^ies  were 
directed  to  secure  it.  Other  iustruuientalities  for  tlie  time  being  were, 
in  a  great  measure,  left  unemployed.  All  know  tlu^  result,  as  wc  have  it 
in  the  present  attidude  of  atfairs.  Altln  ugh  my  interest  in  the  I'emperancc 
cause  continued  unabated,  yet,  from  that  period,  I  had  no  heart  to  co-oi>er- 
ate  actively  with  its  frientls  in  their  movements,  as  they  failed  to  command 
my  (  onfidence  or  approbation. 

This  opposition  to  the  Local  Option  movement  did  not  proceed  fnmi 
hostility  to  all  legislation  on  the  subject  of  Temperance.  I  have  always 
favored,  and  do  still  favor,  direct  legislation  for  the  sui)pression  of  the  evils 
of  intem|>erance.  My  opposition  was  directed  against  lUc  kind  of  legislation 
sought  to  be  secured,  as  well  as  the  methods  by  which  it  was  proi)osed 
to  obtain  it.  I  deprecated  the  idea  of  bringing  the  subject  into  partisan 
politics  in  any  form,  and,  moreover,  anticipated  the  influence  ti  e  movement 
would  have  upon  the  employment  of  other  legitimate  means  for  suppress¬ 
ing  intemperance,  to  which  i  have  already  adverted. 

The  main  ground  of  1113"  opposition,  besides  what  has  been  indicjited,  was 
based  upon  the  bearing  the  movement  would  necessaril}'  have  upon  tlie 
moral  aspect  of  the  Temperance  cause. 

The  central  power  of  the  Temperance  movement  rests  upon  the  fact,  that 
the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  is  a  moral  evil,  and  as 
such  ought  to  be  suppressed,  in  the  use  of  all  proper  means,  among  which 
direct  legislation  is  by  no  means  the  least  important.  The  enactment 
of  a  law,  however,  which  allows  intoxicating  liquors  to  be  sold  as  a 
beverage  in  a  cei  tain  district,  provided  a  majority  of  the  voters  thereof 
so  decide,  not  onh’^  brings  the  subject  into  partisan  politics,  but  also  sur¬ 
renders  the  fundamental  principle  to  which  I  have  referred.  The  moral 
aspect  of  the  question  is  thereb}'  destroyed,  and  it  becomes  a  matter  of  mere 
expediency,  to  be  determined  b}^  the  will  of  the  people. 

The  force  of  this  view  of  the  case  is  not  met,  when  it  is  alleged  that  the 
vote  of  the  majority  in  the  district  does  not  decide  the  moralit)'  of  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage;  but  simpl}’,  whether  it  shall  be 
tolerated  or  not  under  certain  circumstances.  Moral  questions  are  not  to 
be  decided  at  the  ballot  box,  and  cannot  be  disposed  of  in  this  wa}". 

Nor  does  it  still  meet  the  objection  urged  against  the  movement,  when  it 
is  alleged,  that  a  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  loaf  at  all.  We  cannot  now 
get  prohibition  by  direct  legislation,  and  we  must  take  what  we  can 
get,  and  especially  as  this  ma}'  open  the  way  for  something  better  beyond. 
To  this  it  is  sufficient  to  repl}^  that  a  half  loaf  obtained  by  the  surrender 
of  the  principle  which  underlies  the  whole,  is  purchased  at  too  great  a  cost. 
It  is  like  the  dog  in  the  fable,  who,  in  grasping  at  the  shadow,  loses  the  real 
bone  itself  And  besides  this,  its  tendency  will  be  more  likely^  to  defeat 
than  further  the  leading  object  in  view. 

The  kind  of  legislation  needed  to  check  and  eventually  remedy'  the  evils 
of  intemperance,  is  the  enactment  of  laws  which  shall  prohibit  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  enforced  bv  proper  penalties.  Such 
laws  should  be  enacted  directly'  by'  every'  State  legislature,  and  in  this 
they'  should  be,  as  far  as  possible,  sustained  by  similar  enactments  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Government  itself. 

In  favor  of  this  position,  it  is  sufficient  to  say',  that  if  the  sale  of  intoxica¬ 
ting  liquors  as  a  beverage  be  a  great  moral  evil,  as  is  generally  admitted, 
it  should  be  pul  down  by  direct  legislation,  just  as  is  done  with  every'  other 
moral  evil.  Not  onlv  should  the  sanction  of  law  be  withdrawn  from 
it,  but  it  should  be  expressly'  prohibited.  Such  legi':<iation  we  have  in 
reference  to  gambling  saloons,  the  circulation  of  obscene  literature,  houses 
of  ill  fame,  lottery  ]iolicies,  and  other  kindred  moral  evils.  It  is  not  sought 
to  regulate  these  evils, nor  to  decide  by  the  ballot  box  whether  they  shall  be 
tolerated  or  not.  They'  are,  and  that  very  properly,  entirely  prohibited  by' 
direct  legislation.  The  same  should  be  the  case  with  the  sale  of  intoxica- 
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ting  liquors  as  a  beverage ;  and  until  this  be  done,  the  Temperance  cause 
can  make  no  substantial  progress.  In  the  absence  of  this,  any  other  means 
that  may  be  employed  for  the  promotion  of  Temperance,  cannot  achieve 
any  permanent  success.  The  check  that  may  be  thereby  given  to  the  evils 
of  intemperance  will  be  only  temporary  at  best. 

It  cannot  be  urged  as  a  valid  objection  to  this  kind  of  legislation,  that  the 
evil  will  still  exist  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  even  though  such  legislation 
be  obtained.  As  long  as  human  nature  remains  corrupt,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  vice  in  this  form  will  prevail  more  or  less,  notwithstanding  laws 
may  be  enacted  to  prevent  it.  The  same  is  the  case  with  other  moral  evils, 
and  yet  this  fact  cannot  be  urged  against  the  necessity  and  propriety 
of  enacting  laws  to  suppress  them,  if  they  still  exist,  even  in  the  face 
of  stringent  prohibitory  laws,  to  how  much  greater  extent  would  they  exist, 
were  not  only  prohibitory  laws  to  be  removed,  but  others  passed  simply 
restricting  and  restraining  them,  whilst  giving  them  legal  sanction  under 
certain  conditions.  Prohibitory  legislation  would  make  the  traffic  in  ardent 
spirits  as  a  beverage,  not  only  unlawful,  but  odious  also,  and  expose 
those  who  engage  in  it  in  such  circumstances,  to  the  consequences  attendant 
upon  the  violation  of  law. 

The  enactment  of  such  a  law  is  not  to  be  sought  by  bringing  the  question 
into  partisan  politics  or  through  the  ballot  box  in  a  direct  way.  In^  niy 
judgment  agencies  of  this  kind  must  necessarily  fail  of  success,  especially 
in  the  present  generally  prevailing  public  sentiment.  The  question  as 
already  stated,  is  a  moral  one,  and  the  feelings  of  the  most  of  those  who  are 
the  true  conservators  of  public  morals,  must  revolt  at  the  very  thought 
of  dragging  a  question  of  such  deep  moral  interest  into  the  political 
arena  in  this  form.  It  should  be  discussed  and  advocated  wholly  apart 
from  any  and  every  entanglement  with  partisan  politics. 

The  friends  of  Temperance,  if  they  shall  succeed  in  their  noble  and  praise¬ 
worthy  cause,  must  place  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  in 
the  same  category  with  gambling  and  other  moral  evils,  and  as  such,  aim  at 
having  them  placed  under  similar  legal  piohibitory  bands.  To  secure  this, 
they  must  endeavor  to  create  correct  public  sentiment  on  the  subject. 
This  is  essential,  not  only  to  secure  the  enactment  of  prohibitory  laws,  but 
also  to  sustain  them,  when  their  enactment  has  been  obtained.  Any 
law  that  does  not  fall  in  with  public  sentiment,  necessarily  becomes  a  dead 
letter  on  the  statute  book,  and  often  proves  worse  than  useless. 

1o  get  public  sentiment  right  on  this  subject,  we  must,  however 
humiliating  the  very  thought  of  it  may  be,  go  back  to  first  principles, 
as  they  prevailed  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  campaign  against  the  evils 
of  intemperance.  We  must  commence  at  the  very  fountain-head  of  all  pub¬ 
lic  morals.  The  Church,  God’s  great  institution  and  agency  for  moral 
reform,  must  be  brought  into  its  proper  relation  to  the  mighty  evil,  and  in¬ 
duced  to  use  its  infiuence  and  power  for  its  suppression.  Not  only 
its  ministry,  the  organs  of  its  divine  functions,  but  its  membership  also, 
should  be  ])revailed  upon  to  accept  the  principle  of  abstinence  from  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  and  to  enforce  its  observance  by  example 
as  well  as  by  precept.  The  youth  and  children  of  the  Church  should  like¬ 
wise  have  the  principle  instilled  into  their  minds  by  the  training  they 
receive  in  tlie  family  and  in  the  Sunday  School,  as  well  as  through  the 
direct  teaching  of  the  Church.  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  success 
of  any  means  emplo5^ed  for  the  promotion  of  public  morals,  though  it 
may  assume  a  Christian  name,  which  professes  to  prosecute  its  work 
by  methods  antagonistic  to  the  Church,  or  even  independent  of  its  agency. 
If  the  Church,  the  great  fountain-head  of  morals,  has  thus  been  brought  into 
right  relations  to  the  evils  of  intemperance,  the  furtherance  of  the  work  of 
reform  will  be  greatly  facilitated ;  and  until  this  be  done,  little  of  a  substantial 
nature  can  be  accomplished. 
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Other  proper  appliances  outside  the  Church  must  be  brought  to  co-ope¬ 
rate  with  it,  and  diligently  employed  to  promote  the  same  great  eud.  These 
are  the  Press,  the  public  lecture  and  the  various  Temperance  associations  of 
a  proper  character.  They  cannot  be  too  diligently  or  too  faithfully  applied. 
TJiey  must  not,  however,  be  used  in  a  wa}'^  that  would  antagonize  Ibem 
to  the  Church,  or  place  them  in  an  attitude  that  would  indicate  that  they 
are  intended  to  supersede,  or  even  to  supplant  its  functions.  They  are 
to  be  employed  only  as  auxiliaiy  to  it  in  its  eSorts  to  accomplish  its  objects 
as  the  great  conservator  of  public  morals.  Much  harm  has  been  done 
to  the  cause  in  the  past,  by  failing  to  observe  this  principle,  in  the  use 
of  some  of  the  appliances  brought  forward  by  the  friends  of  Temperance 
for  the  suppression  of  the  evils  flowing  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors 
as  a  beverage. 

If  correct  public  sentiment  be  thus  once  created,  it  will  not  be  ditflcult  to 
secure  the  enactment  of  stringent  prohibitory  laws,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
insure  their  rigid  enforcement,  when  once  enacted.  It  will  not  be  found 
necessary  to  resort  to  the  ballot  box,  in  a  partisan  way,  to  secure  the  end  in 
view.  All  that  will  be  required  will  be,  that  the  members  of  the  existing 
political  parties  send  men  of  correct  moral  principles  to  the  legislature,  and 
then  ply  the  legislature  itself  with  petitions  from  all  the  friends  of  morals 
without  distinction  of  party,  and  the  great  end  in  view  will  be  readily 
gained,  and  that  in  circumstances  most  favorable  to  insuring  all  its  bene¬ 
ficial  results. 

I  have  often  felt,  that  much  connected  with  some  of  the  popular  methods 
resorted  to  for  the  suppression  of  the  evils  resulting  from  the  use  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  is  not  only  wholly  out  of  place ;  but  even 
in  the  eud  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  cause  itself,  it  is  intended 
to  promote.  It  is  often  sought  to  bring  the  great  odium  of  the  liquor 
traffic  to  bear  solely  upon  those  who  are  engagad  in  it,  and  to  make  them 
mainly,  if  not  'wholly,  responsible  for  the  evils  which  flow  from  it.  God  for¬ 
bid  that  I  should  seek  to  relieve  the  trafficker  in  ardent  spirits  as  a  beverage 
from  a  tithe  of  the  sin  justly  chargeable  upon  him  !  Its  reality  is  fearful 
enough  for  any  frail  mortal  to  bear.  Still  it  must  be  admitted,  that  as  long 
as  the  traffic  has  the  sanction  of  law  thrown  around  it,  and  those  who 
engage  in  it  pursue  their  avocation  within  its  provisions,  no  one  has  a  right 
to  charge  the  evils  of  the  traffic  upon  them,  to  any  greater  extent  than  they 
are  chargeable  upon  himself. 

The  fountain  source  of  the  evil  lies  with  the  people  themselves,  and  with 
them  accordingly  rests  also  the  responsibility.  Let  the  people  once  assume 
right  relations  to  the  traffic  and  have  it  placed  under  legal  prohibition,  and 
then  they  can  rightfully  denounce  the  trafficker  in  ardent  spirits  as  a  bever¬ 
age,  and  visit  upon  him  the  consequences  of  his  crime  as  a  violater  of  law. 
Let  then  the  mind  of  the  people  be  generally  set  right  on  the  subject ;  and  in 
that  case,  the  days  of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage  under 
the  sanction  of  law,  will  speedily  be  numbered;  and  with  them  also  will 
soon  pass  away,  to  a  large  extent,  the  evils  of  intemperance,  which  now 
entail  so  great  a  curse  upon  the  human  race. 

INTEMPEEANCE,  A  PENAL  OFEENCE. 

BY  REV.  DR.  DAVID  m’kIXNEY, 

Pittshirgli,  Fa. 

Intemperance  in  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  is  our  devastating  evil.  The 
community  has  been  waging  war  against  it  for  generations,  under  the  form 
of  a  restrictive  license.  For  some  years  a  few  good  men  have  zealousl}- 
tried  proTdhitmn^ — assured  that  if  the  means  of  drunkenness  could  be 
suppressed,  the  evil  itself  would  cease.  All  efforts,  however,  have  proved 
inadequate.  License,  restrictive  though  it  be,  is  not  a  remedy.  And 
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‘prohibition  is  a  thing  impracticable,  except  to  a  very  limited  extent.  Some 
other  measure  must  be  adopted.  And  tliere  is  another — one  witliin  society’s 
reach,  jiracticable,  and  of  immense  power.  War  must  be  waged,  not  merely 
against  drunkenness  in  the  abstract.  It  must  be  made  specific.  It  must 
reacli  the  concrete.  It  must  assail  the  drunkard. 

The  man  l)ecomesa  drunkard  knowingly  and  voluntarily,  and  does  society 
an  immense  injury.  For  this,  society  may  punish  him,  just  as  rightfully  as 
it  punishes  the  thief.  And  wlien  the  drunkard  shall  be  duly  punished,  and 
as  certainly  punished  as  is  the  thief,  then  will  drunkenness  become  as 
infrequent  as  theft.  Society  has  the  right  and  the  i)ower  ;  let  it  come  to  tlie 
will,  and  thus  secure  to  itself  an  inestimable  benefit. 

Drunkenness  is  caused  l)y  natural  appetite,  social  habits,  and  the  ti^affic 
in  intoxicating  drinks. 

ArrETTTE  is,  happily,  when  in  its  natural  condition,  not  craving.  It 
is  rather  quiescent,  dormant.  It  needs  to  be  awakened,  fed,  stimulated.  It 
then  becomes  a  power.  It  grows,  strengthens,  wins  victories.  It  becomes 
irresistible. 

The  appetite  for  stimulants  is,  manifestly,  a  constituent  of  humanity. 
Trace  man’s  history  from  Noah  onward  ;  as  savage  and  civilized;  as  Jew, 
Christian,  and  infidel ;  in  all  lands,  all  ages,  and  all  conditions,  and  you  find 
this  verified.  Alcohol,  opium  and  tobacco  are  the  principal  articles  of 
desire ;  but  where  these  cannot  be  Ijad  others  are  sought.  Opium  is, 
probably,  the  most  speedily  destructive  to  the  human  system.  But  alcohol 
is  the  most  common ;  and  most  easily  obtained,  and  it  is,  with  us,  the 
supreme  foe.  Its  influence  is  ever  deadly.  It  inflames  the  desire  which 
it  gratifies,  so  that  more  and  more  is  craved  ;  and  when  the  use  has  become 
immoderate,  it  is  death  to  all  the  man’s  finer  feelings,  death  to  all  his 
sentiments  of  morality,  death  to  all  family  joys,  death  to  the  human  body, 
and  death  eternal  to  the  sensitive  soul.  The  advancement  of  its  domination 
is  insidious.  The  excitement  is  fascinating,  and  in  the  enslavement,  the  man 
still  fancies  himself  to  be  free.  And,  in  the  sense  of  volition  and  responsi¬ 
bility,  he  is  free.  He  is  exercising  liis  own  will.  But,  does  his  freedom 
show  itself  in  turning  back  ?  No,  but  in  heartily  and  recklessly  pressing 
onward  to  the  consummation  of  his  ruin.  There  is,  probably,  not  one  case 
in  ten  thousand  where  appetite  having  been  awakened  and  nurtured  to 
its  full  vigor,  is  brought  permanently  under  control.  A  forced  and  long 
seclusion  from  the  stimulant  is  the  only  effective  sedative.  Hence  the 
grand  thing  in  a  community  is  to  prevent  the  quickening  and  inflaming  of 
appetite. 

Occasionally  appetite  is  brought  to  life  in  the  nursery,  by  the  stimulants 
forced  into  the  infants.  More  frequently  it  has  its  first  awakening  in 
the  social  circle ;  at  the  family  board,  the  friendly  treat,  the  festive  dinner, 
or  the  evening  company. 

The  TRAFFIC  in  intoxicating  drinks  affords  facilities  for  gratifying  and 
debasing  the  appetite;  and  it  is  so  conducted  as  to  present  temptation 
at  every  turn.  The  rum  shop  takes  up  and  consummates  the  evil  which 
has  been  begun  in  the  social  circle.  The  vendor,  with  all  his  allurements, 
would  be  comparatively  powerless,  with  the  better  classes  of  our  youth, 
were  it  not  for  the  preparation  made  for  him  elsewhere.  Tlie  traffic,  how¬ 
ever,  as  things  are,  is  a  cause  of  drunkenness  so  powerful,  and  so  nearly 
omnipresent,  that  Temperance  men  have  for  years  been  directing  against  it 
their  main  efforts — so  that  prohibition  lias  come  to  be  considered  their  aim. 
There  is  an  evil  in  this.  It  has  arrayed  against,  them  not  only  the  excessive 
drinker,  but  also  the  moderate  drinker,  the  importer,  the  seller  and  the 
multitude,  both  good  and  bad,  who  claim  for  themselves  the  right  of  doing 
just  as  they  please. 

Here  is  an  array  too  powerful  to  be  resisted.  Temperance  men  must 
make  prominent  their  real  aim  ;  that  is,  the  suppression  of  drunkenness. 
They  may  thus  attach  to  them  many  good  citizens  who  now  liold  off. 
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Many  who  cannot  aid  toward  prohibition,  are  yet  decidly  hostile  to  drunk¬ 
enness."  The  classes  alluded  to,  embrace  many  excellent  men — some  habitual 
abstainers,  some  exemplary  Christians,  many  who  would  gladly  see  intem¬ 
perance  banished  from  the  earth.  There  are  those  wlm  would  gladly 
aid  the  prohibition  cause  if  they  could  hope  for  its  success.  That,  however, 
they  regard  as  a  thing  utterly  impossible,  and  hence  they  will  not  give 
it  either  their  time  or  their  money. 

There  are  others  who  regard  "prohibition  as  an  interference  with  legiti¬ 
mate  business,  and  as  an  undue  abridgment  of  man  s  liberty,  and  hence 
hold  back.  Habitual  drinking  they  would  curtail,  and  drunkenness  they 
would  suppress;  but  prohibition  they  cannot  adopt.  Alcohol  they  say  has 
its  uses.  In  Medicine  and  in  the  arts  it  is  a  necessity.  In  food  also  it  may 
be  made  gratifying,  if  not  beneficial.  And  it  is  not  an  evil  in  itself  Then 
tolerate  the  use,  the}^  say,  and  suppress  the  abuse.  And  there  is  so  much  of 
truth  and  sound  reason  "in  what  they  say,  that  it  behoves  Temperance  men 
to  consider  it  wisely. 

Now,  the  better  "part  of  the  community  are  able,  if  they  would  unite  in 
an  effort  to  that  end,  greatly  to  suppress,  and  almost  to  banish  drunkenness. 
They  have  the  numbers,  wealth,  talent,  position,  influence.  All  that  is 
wanted  is  a  concerted  purpose — a  purpose  which  will  lead  to  determined 
action.  Can  such  concert  he  had  ?  Evidently,  as  we  now  see,  it  cannot  be 
had  on  prohibition.  But,  can  it  be  had  by  other  means  ?  The  end 
is  worth  the  trial.  Social  drixkixg,  one  of  the  great  causes  of  the  evil 
which  we  suffer,  has  already  been  greatly  modified  ;  and  the  same  influences 
which  have  been  happily  effective  so  far,  may  be  yet  pressed  to  an  efllciency 
far  greater.  Even  cider  and  ale  may  be  made  stransrers  in  the  family,  and 
wine  may  become  an  infrequent  and  unwelcome  guest  at  the  festive  board. 
Such  changes  would  save  myriads  from  an  entrance  into  the  evil  way. 

And  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  has  been  greatly  restricted. 
And  the  tendency  of  public  sentiment  is  to  still  increase  the  restrictions — 
to  restrict  it  as  to  the  days  and  hours  when  liquor  maybe  sold,  and  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  liquor.  There  is  also  a  disposition  to  increase  the  license  fee, 
and  to  enlarge  the  penalties  for  breaches  of  the  license  laws,  and  to  make 
more  stringent  the  legal  responsibilities  of  dealers  for  the  injuries  suffered 
by  the  parents,  wives  and  children  of  parties  who  are  supplied  with  drink. 
This  tendency  to  improvement  in  the  license  laws  may  be  helped  onward,  to 
the  verv  great  diminution  of  drunkenness,  and  hence  to  the  verv  great 
relief  of  society,  without  at  all  interfering  with  the  proper  principles  and  lib¬ 
erties  of  trade  or  of  individuals. 

Allusion  was  made  to  another  and  additional  means  of  suppressing 
the  evil — a  means  which  would  surely  be  of  vast  efficiency,  and  in  the 
putting  forth  of  which  it  is  thought  that  good  men  would  unite — that  is,  the 
making  of  the  drunkard  himself  responsible  for  his  crime.  AV e  know  that 
when  we  touch  the  drunkard  we  stir  up  foes  where  we  ought  to  have 
friends.  The  drunkard  has  his  family  and  social  connections.  He  is 
too  much  the  object  of  an  unhealthful  sympathy,  too  much  pitied  and  petted, 
and  his  crime  palliated.  He  is  spoken  to,  and  spoken  of,  as  suffering  under 
a  disease,  as  seduced,  enticed,  abused  and  robbed  b}’  the  avaricious  liquor 
seller ;  and  the  community  has  been  urged  to  regard  the  traffic  as  the  worst 
of  villanies,  while  the  drinking  has  been  visited  with  lighter  condemnation. 
Very  much  of  this  is  unwise,  and  it  needs  an  essential  modification.  The 
seller  is,  doubtless,  ofdmes,  the  more  guilty.  But  the  drinker  is  not 
innocent.  He  was  voluntary  in  acquiring  the  habit,  and  in  entering  the 
shop,  and  in  swallowing  the  fluid.  And  he  will  not  only  ask  for  it.  but 
will  plead  for  it.  and  will  become  enraged  if  it  is  refused.  He  knowingly 
deprives  himself  of  reason,  and  makes  himself  a  shame  and  a  pest.  Let  him 
then,  as  well  as  the  seller,  bear  a  penalty.  Both  are  guilty,  and  both  should 
be  dealt  with.  Both  must  be  deterred,  on  principle,  by  considerations 
of  humanity,  and  by  the  enforcement  of  penalties.  If  there  were  more 
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to  buy  and  drink,  there  would  be  more  to  make  and  sell.  The  drinking  is 
as  really  the  cause  of  the  rum-shop,  as  the  rum-shop  is  the  cause  of  drunken¬ 
ness.  Then  deal  out  even-handed  justice.  Put  both  under  the  repressive 
power  of  society. 

Punishment  is  a  deterrent.  Fear  is  indispensable  to  the  well-being  of 
a  community.  Without  it,  neither  person  nor  property  would  be  safe.  Let 
it  then  be  used  to  the  prevention  of  drunkenness,  as  well  as  other  crimes. 
The  punishment  of  the  drunkard  might  be  mild — it  should  be  so  at  first — 
say,  a  small  fine,  a  few  hours  in  the  lock-up,  a  few  days  in  the  work-house, 
and  such  increase  as  experience  might  show  to  be  needful.  But  let  it 
be  certain,  so  reasonable  that  the  community  will  enforce  the  law,  or  can  be 
educated  to  its  enforcement,  and  so  severe^  as  to  become  truly  efiective. 
Thirty  days  at  the  work- house,  with  a  certainty  of  sixty  days  for  a  next  of¬ 
fense,  and  the  penitentiary  and  disfranchisement  in  the  near  distance; 
and  equal  impartiality  to  the  drunkard  and  the  drunkard  maker,  would 
speedily  cause  drunkenness  to  be  as  rare  as  is  theft  and  robbery.  There 
is  no  need  of  a  Temperance  party  in  politics.  Such  a  party  must  be  a  very 
lean  minority.  Temperance  is  a  virtue,  and  like  honesty  and  truthfulness, 
and  purity  is  to  be  cared  for  by  the  whole  people.  It  needs  the  protection 
of  law,  but  that  law  should  express  social  sentiment,  and  Temperance  men, 
if  duly  wise,  will  press  only  such  measures  as  good  citizens  will  aid  them  in 
making  practicable. 

The  thought  should  be  emphasized,  that  ordinary  drunkenness  requires 
the  operation  of  two  parties — one  furnishes  the  stimulant,  and  the  other 
buys  and  drinks.  Both  act  voluntarily.  Each  knows  the  tendency  of  what 
he  is  doing,  and  hence  each  should  be  held  responsible.  Each  should  be 
wisely  restricted,  each  duly  punished,  and  both  made  good  citizens. 

The  principles  here  enunciated,  and  the  action  recommended,  may  be 
summarily  presented,  and  be  made  a  bond  of  union,  in  the  following 

PLEDGE. 

We,  the  undersigned,  seeing  the  immense  evils  which  result  from  drunk¬ 
enness,  and  knowing  also  the  influence  of  example,  do  hereby  pledge 
ourselves  to  each  other,  and  to  the  community,  as  follows,  viz  : 

1.  We  will  not  use,  buy,  sell,  or  give  to  any  one,  any  intoxicating  liquor 
as  a  beverage. 

2.  While  the  community  shall  think  that  some  places  where  a  traflic 
in  such  liquors  as  a  drink  are  needful,  we  will  endeavor  to  have  them 
as  few  and  as  restricted  as  possible,  and  their  keepers  and  owners  held 
legally  responsible. 

3.  We  will  endeavor  to  have  drunkenness  regarded  as  a  crime  and 
misdemeanor,  and  to  have  laws  enacted  and  enforced  for  the  proper  punish¬ 
ment  of  drunkards,  and  drunkard -makers. 
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THE  SEA  GEOVB  CONGEESS. 

From  the  Correspondent  of  the  London  News,  and  London  Churchman. 

A  meeting  of  great  importance  to  the  Evangelical  Church  has  just  closed 
its  labors  at  Sea  Grove,  a  picturesque  little  watering  place,  cosily  nestling 
between  ocean  and  bay,  on  the  sunny  shore  of  New  Jersey.  One  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  edifices  of  the  place  is  a  handsome  pavilion  capable  of  seating  some  five 
hundred  persons,  and  in  this  structure  the  Evangelical  Congress  held  its 
five  Clays  sessions. 

The  Congress  was  called  together  and  conducted  on  the  same  principle  as 
that  of  the  international  Evangelical  Convention,  which  took  place  in  New 
York  some  three  years  ago.  Delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  Union  were 
present,  and  questions  of  vital  importance  to  the  Church  were  presented, 
mostly  in  sets  of  ably  written  papers,  of  an  interesting  and  exhaustive 
character.  These  were  read  and  debated  upon  with  an  unusual  display 
of  grace  and  temperate  language.  Instead  of  seeking  differences  of  opinion 
the  good  brethren  made  the  most  of  the  points  on  which  they  agreed. 

The  opening  address  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Grammer,  (Episcopal) 
of  Baltimore,  a  man  of  genius,  who  had  much  to  say  and  said  it  well.  Stand¬ 
ing  on  the  platform  of  tbe  pavilion,  the  orator  was  surrounded  by  the  scene 
of  his  inspiration.  The  great  voiceful  sea,  with  its  stretch  of  sunny  beach, 
lay  out  on  the  right.  On  the  left,  the  artistic  grace  of  the  cottages  with 
the  brilliant  shimmer  of  the  lake,  opened  a  vista  of  surpassing  beauty; 
while  right  before  him,  an  audience  of  Christian  thinkt-rs  and  workers, 
held  to  the  close  in  profound  attention.  The  first  day’s  session 
opened  with  Rev.  Mr.  Cross’  paper  on  the  importiince  of  united 
action  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  Romanism  on  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  This  proved  a  subject  of  exhaustless  interest.  Many  speakers 
protested  against  the  notion  which  Las  obtained  cum  ncy  amongst  careless 
churchmen,  that  the  Church  of  Rome  is  powerless  to  harm  the  free  institu¬ 
tions  of  America.  “Would  light  ever  filter  through  the  dark  and  cloudy  in¬ 
terstices  of  the  brains  of  these  heedless  persons  ?  In  the  face  of  secret  hostility 
and  of  systematic  undermining  of  our  Church  and  our  State  institutions,  is 
the  Ev.  ngelical  Church  to  stand  up  before  the  world  to  be  indicted  for 
cowardice?  Rome  has  a  hold  upon  America  to-day  which  she  never 
had  before,  and  exercises  a  controlling  influence  even  in  our  legislative 
halls  ”  Foreign  countries  have  spued  out  the  Jesuit,  the  monk,  the  priest 
and  the  nun  upon  our  shores,  “and,”  said  a  venerable  clergyman,  “the 
country  is  overrun  with  them  ;  they  show  an  infinite  capacity  for  developing 
schemes  to  overthrow  our  free  institutions.”  Facts  of  a  very  startling 
character,  coming  mostly  through  Roman  Catholic  publications,  were  read. 
The  deliberations  on  this  subject  lasted  all  day.  A  series  of  resolutions  pro¬ 
testing  against  the  aggressive  attitude  of  the  Church  of  Rome  and  providing 
remedies  therefor  were  unanimously  passed. 

At  the  next  session,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pitzer,  of  Washington  City,  read 
an  admirable  thesis  on  “Church  Union.”  This  question  was  the  most 
important  one — the  hinges  on  which  the  doors  of  reform  hung,  for  without 
Church  unity,  Romanism,  Intemperance  or  Sabbath-breaking,  could  neither 
be  met  or  fought.  The  discussions  on  this  subject  were  interesting  and 
instructive  and  reached  a  point  eminently  gratifying  to  the  most  ardent 
friend  of  Christian  Church  union.  The  convention  did  not  design  depriving 
each  denomination  of  its  individuality  or  distinctive  doctrinal  views,  or  its 
system  of  Church  Government.  On  the  contrary,  would  foster  the  distinct 
individuality  of  sects.  What  was  earnestly  and  prayerfully  desired,  was, 
that  each  denomination  of  the  Evangelical  Church  should  unite  in  one 
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brotherhood,  should  mutually  recognise  the  validity  of  certificates,  ordinances, 
sacraments  and  ministr}’-  of  tlie  Protestant  Church,  as  the  Church  of 
Christ.  After  eighteen  centuries,  the  echoes  of  these  words  still  shake  the 
earth,  “A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another.” 
One  speaker  compared  such  a  brotherhood  to  an  army  composed  of  artillery, 
cavalry  and  infantry.  If  the  resolutions  on  this  subject,  which  were  finally 
adopted  by  the  convention,  are  faithfully  carried  out,  they  would  join  all 
the  Evangelical  denominations  in  so  powerful  a  confederacy  as  would  sweep 
out  of  the  Church  those  evils  that  now  hamper  and  degrade  her.  Christians 
would  thus  find  their  joy,  not  so  much  as  belonging  to  this  sect  or  that ;  but 
to  the  great  American  Protestant  Church,  or  the  great  Anglo-American 
Protestant  Church,  (for  England  extends  the  hand  of  fellowship  over  the 
mighty  Ocean ;)  and,  as  a  citizen  subordinates  his  State,  or  county  pride 
to  the  love  of  the  whole  country,  so  would  the  Christian  to  the  Church 
at  large. 

The  next  subject  was  drunkenness.  Papers  and  statistics  were  read,  and 
the  whole  subject  was  thorougly  ventilated.  It  was  stated  that  600,000,000 
gallons  of  spirituous  liquors  were  consumed  in  the  United  States  in  one  year. 
Congress  had  made  laws  well  calculated  to  check  the  evil,  the  Nation 
had  made  efforts  to  cure  it.  Both  had  failed,  and,  wearied  out,  laid  down  their 
burthen  at  the  feet  of  the  Church ;  and  in  the  face  of  every  form  of  opposition 
from  the  liquor  dealers,  the  Church  took  up  the  burthen,  thus  assuming 
a  solemn  debt  which  she  cannot  fail  to  pay  without  acknowledging  spiritual 
bankruptcy.  “Church  discipline”  is  the  remedy  to  be  app’ied,  this  is  right 
and  removes  the  evil  from  an  abstract  to  a  concrete  position. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Stevenson  presented  resolutions  on  the  “Better  Observance 
of  the  Lord’s  Day,”  which  were  passed.  The  “Bible  in  schools,”  was  also 
discussed  and  measures  providing  that  the  Bible  be  used  in  schools  were 
adopted.  The  subject  of  Sunday-Schools  also,  was  considered  ;  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  Sunday-School  literature  receiving  due  attention.  It  would  aston¬ 
ish  the  English  clergy  if  they  knew  what  trashy  and  evil  books  are  admitted 
into  the  Sunday-School  libraries  in  this  country.  The  boqks  are  not  chosen 
by  the  pastors,  but  03^  some  young,  and  very  often,  ignorant  “Librarian.” 

The  conclusions  reached  63^  the  convention  deserve  to  be  thoughtfully 
pondered  by  every  Protestant  in  the  country.  The  subjects  were  conceived 
by  cultivated  Christian  ministers,  set  forth  with  tact  and  abilit3’,  and 
debated  in  a  spirit  of  brotherl3"  love.  If  the  resolutions  are  faithfully 
carried  out,  they  will  unite  the  Evangelical  Churches,  in  a  bod3^  sufficiently 
powerful  to  sweep  from  the  earth,  man3"  terrible  abuses  of  the  da3'. 

As  a  whole,  the  “Sea  Grove  Congress,”  has  been  a  success,  appealing 
at  once  to  the  common  sense  and  moral  intuitions  of  the  Christian  world. 
Its  pure  and  lofty  mission  to  accomplish  good  to  mankind,  will  result,  we 
trust,  in  the  blessings  so  earnestly  sought. 

The  Evangelical  Congress  is  appointed  to  meet  here  again  next  July, 
when  we  shall  see  what  has  been  done  in  one  year’s  earnest  work. 

So  decided  has  been  the  success  of  this  first  season  at  Sea  Grove,  that  ex¬ 
tensive  preparations  are  already  in  progress  to  increase  the  accommodations 
and  to  develope  the  natural  attractions  of  the  location.  Another  large 
hotel  is  projected,  and  many  additional  cottages  will  be  completed.  A  shell 
road  will  be  constructed  along  the  beach  to  Cape  Ma3"  City,  and  engines 
substituted  for  horses  on  the  railway  to  that  place. 

The  hearty  aiq^reciation  which  ha^  been  accorded  to  the  liberality,  skill, 
and  urbanity,  which  preside  at  Sea  Grove,  is  auspicious  of  well-deserved 
permanent  succees. 

Evangeline  Trenifidi. 


